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Revelation 14. 9. 
A NA the 3. Angel followed them, ſrying with a lowd 


voice, If any man worſhip the beaſt and his image, and re- 
ceive his 2 Ar</r — or in 2 band, 

V. 10. The ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which « powred out without mixture into the. cup of his ind: 
nation, and he ſbalbe tormented with fire and brimſlone in the 
preſence of the holy m_ and in the preſence of the Lamb: 

V. 11. And the ſmoakt of their torment aſcendeth up for ever 
ever, 


— —— 


| Imprinted in the yere, 1619. 


T was the 8 and deſire of the Authour of 
thu Treatiſe to haue publiſhed his Indgment of 
the whole booke of the Revelation, But through 
the malice of the Prelates who drvers times 

ſpoyled him of his goods, and kept him many 

12 in penn was prevented of his purpoſe. 

Aſier his death ſome of his labours comming to the hands of 
hs friends, in ſcattred and unperfed papers; they laboured with 
the help of others that heard him declare his judgement herein, 
to ſet 2 thu little treatiſe, wherin they have not varied from 
the Anthours Judgement, but onely in one point in the 3. verſe, 
which is concerning the wounded head, wherein for the clearin 

of the matter they have added the lines thus marked. Which a 

litle differeth from the Aut hours underſtanding of it. the whith 

. haue been altered, if the worke had been left f erfet?, 


AN 


INT ERPRET ATION, OF THE 
13, CHAPTER OF THE 


REVELATION 


OF IESVS 
CHRIST. 


HE Etervall (whoſe power is over all) from the be- 
inoing hath put comic berween the Serpent & the 
oman, and between the ſeede of the Woman, and 
the ſced of the Serpent , whereupon it hath come to 
— in all ages, that the ſeed ot the woman hath la- 
ured to break the ſcrpents head; that is. to dit ey 
his workes,ercad him wonder foot, and triumph in vic- 
tory over him: He on the con r-rie lat laboured as earneſtly to t. fill 
God; to deceive tue Nations , and to bring all into condemuation and 
deſtruction with himſelf . And mongu ene manitold wayes & meanes, 
which Satan hath deviſcd and praftiicd , to manifc it his malice againſt 
God aud his Saints , none hain been mot dangerous, not more ayaile- 
able to further iniquitie and caul. deſtruction ; then the Antichriſtian 
generation, which under the title of the Church and Spowſe of Chriſt, 
and Miniſters of the Goſpel] , have cerrupred the carih and brought the 

Natious into m. rable bondage and flaverie. 

Ln this 13 chaptet us declared the ſtate, policy and proceeding of the 
Antichriitiav Dominion and Kingdome, as the lame was ſignitied and 
foreſh:wed to lohn the ſetvant of leſus Chriſt in a threefold forme. 

Firlt by a beaſt tiſing up out of the ſca, having 7, heads & 10. hornes. 

vert 1,4-3.4 5-6 7-8$.9-10, 

Secondly by a bcalt coming up out of the earth, having two hornes 

like the lambe, but ſpake Ike che dragon. verſes 11.12.1344, 

| Thirdly by an image cf the fniſt beaſt, which the ſecond be ait cauſed 

them that dwelt on the earth to make, as in verſc14-15-16-17.18, 
As the Dominion of the Medes Petſians and Grecians ( which perſe- 
cuted and deltioyed the holy people of God the Iewes) were fignificd 
and iorcihe wed to Danicl, in a viſion vndet the formes of fe. verall beafts, 
accorihing to the qualitics of thoſe dominions ; ſo here the An'ichiifhan 
dominion which perſecuted the Churches and people of Chriſt, was 
tote ſh. u ed to Ilcha unde the formes ot ſuch bealts as ate here delcti- 
A: bed, 


Cen.3.15. 


D #n. . 
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bed , whereby we may learne that as reaſon and judgment is not to be 
expected ina beaſt, ſo equtie and right is not to be expeRed in this do- 
miuion, but the conttane. 

Concerning the firit of theſe beaſts, lohn ſayth. Thet « 7 flood wen 
the ſes ſand, } ſaw « Beaſt riſe up out of the ſes having 7. beads and 10, 
homes, and upen bis hbrnes 10. Crownes, and upen bis the names of 
Blaſphemy . And the Beaſt which } ſaw was like unto 4 Leopard, and by 
feet & the feet of « Brave, and bu month «s the month of « Lyon, and the 
Dragon gave him his powey, and — and great euthorue. 

That by this firſt Beaſt was ſignified and repreſented ſome ſlate of 
people and body politique, I pteſume no reaſonable man exerciſed in 
the Scriptures will deny, becauſe ( as it hath been fayd ) it is there to be 
ſeene that ſuch States and Dominions as God hath uſed as rodds and 
— to chaſtiſe & corre his Church and people withall, have been 
r-prelented by beaſls. States and Domigions they are ot two ſorts, ey- 
t et Ecclefiaſtical or Civil, but of which ſort che State here ment ia, there 
hath been and is ” oppoſirion.Many underſtand it to be the Romane 
Empire, to which I-cannot conſent, becauſe the Romane Empire is or- 
deyned of God, and is therefore a 1iwfvll Dominion. But the Domini- 
on here repreſented, is ſayd to be from the Drogen that old Serpent the 
Divell, who is ſayd to give his power and his throne and great authori- 
tie unto it, and therefore unlawfull : neither can I conceive it to bi any 
other civil dominion for the ſame reaſon. But to be ſhort i underſtand 
it to be an Ecclefiafticall Sate or Dominion, and in particular that do- 
minion which is called The Catholike Church tative co» hie of the 
Prelacy end Preiſlhocd of many Nations , at Patriarches Cardinal _trbbiſbogs 
Biſhops, with ders other elected perſons, who being called and gathered mito coun- 
ſells er ſynodes. ( uſually called geyerall Connell ) did uſurpe and take on them the 
office of Chriſt Feſug in makin 2 ad Canons , evefling Courts , inflituting of- 
ficer end officers in matters 2 (48 for the goverment of the Church and for 
the worſbig of God) to be of «ll men obſerved c - Theſe genetall coun. 
ſells (or as the Catholicks call it) the catholike Church repreſentative, 
have challenged and exerciſed ſpirituall authoritie and dominion(accor- 
ding to the text) over all kinr-ds toungs and Nations. By their lawes & 
canons they have guided and governed them as one vniverſall or Ca- 
thalick Church, and made them alſo to obſerve their decrees and com- 
— — for docttine. This they have doen both before and alſo 
fince the Pope was exalted to his dignitie , as all hiſtories of the Church 
doe teſtify , So that it hath been and is a great queſtion amone the Ca- 
tholicks, whether the au hotitie of the Pope, or the Catholick Church 
in caſes of Rel gion be the greater. And whereas it is fayd in the 12 verſ. 
that the ſecond Beaſt exerci ed all the power of the firſt B-1ft be ore Him, 
therby is confirmed the trueth of this expoſition . For the ſecond Beaſt 
being the Pope (as hereatrer is ſhewed) hath exerciſed the whole pow- 
et of the Catholick church or genetall counſclls , and not of any other 
Scate or Dominion. 

Further 
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Further that this is the firſt beaſt here preſented that which follow- 
eth ( thorough Gods helpe) ſhall make manifeſt and . Bue 
before I dee proceed I defire the Reader to obſerve that I doe not con- 
demne all uſe of Counſells or Syovods , but doe hold that diverſe men of 
divers churches may lawfully be aſſembled together, to conſult and ad- 
viſe of matters concerning Religion, and the worſhip of God, for their 
iaſtruction and better information of their l and ſo a good & 
holy ule may be thereof. But that any counſells have ſuch power over 
the churches of Chriſt, as to impoſe upon them thrir commaundements 
for doQrine , and to viurp the — ofthe Churches, and to rule 
and reigne over them by their lawes and canons, and preſcribe rules 
and formes how God wilbe worſhipped, as theſe generall counſells have 
done, that I doe deny, as being contrary to the perfection of the holy 
» Scriptures , and the practiſe of the Apoſiles and Elders ot the Church 
ef leruſalem, who — — togither did profeſſe it to be f a temp - 
ting of God to lay fuch a yoke on the diſciples necks, as the obſerving 
of the Tewiſh ceremonies , which being unlawfull to doe it is much 
more anlawfull to deviſe and impoſe any other, and thertore the (2d al- 
ſembly ot the Apofiles and Elders , concluded to lay no greater burden 
vpon the diſciples then to abſteyne from ſuch neceſſary things as either 
were fimply evill in themlelves , as tornicarion, or els evill in teſpect ot 
offence, as meats offred to Idols, blood and things ſtrangled. 

Now to | Firſt it is fayd of this Beaſt, That he did rzſe up out 
ol the ſea . By his rig up was foreſhewed that the Antichriftian poli- 
cie ſhould ariſe from a poore and meane eſtate to great nches and ho- 
nour in the world, which we and former generations have ſcene to the 
vttermoſt fulNled , For dayes there were when the Churches of Chriſt 
both Miniſters and people were hated deſpiled and perſecuted in the 
world ſyoyled of their goods, made ga ingſtocks and wonders , and af- 
Aid d with all kinde of cruelrie, ashuttorics beth ſacred and humane doe 
abundenly ſp ciſie and declare, The Apoſile Paul faith of himſelf & his 
fellow brechren the Miniſters of the Goſpel, that they were as men ap- 
pointed to death: and in the account of the world 28 the filth, teſuſe & 
oſſcou ing of all things.Bur ſince thin beaſlly generation hath ſucceeded 
the church, aud under the ti: le pf Miniſters of the Goſpe+ Il, and the Bi- 
ſhops ov+r Gods people, have tound meanes by little and litile to riſe up 
and ro exaſt them ves over the Nations , and to bring the multitudes 
ani p: oples, and Nations and Tounges under their Luriſdiftinn rule and 
Dominion and they have fo riſen up that they are become the great men 
of the earth, and are waxed rich throvgh the abundance of their delica- 
cies, This miſtery of iniquitie was working in the ApoFl:s tyme, for 
theres wer? then et pt into the chutch thole that defirrd worldly pompe 
and promotion, and were not conte nted with the portion of the Lordes 
heritage, but their awbicious deſires could pot then be ſatiſßed , there 
was a le*t in the way that hirdered it, which lett being removed the it 
purpoſes (ſoone after) took: * ct. ſitly therefere is this generation aid 

3 to riſe 


* 3 Tim. 3. 
19. Devt. 4. 
1. Kevel . 
13. 

te.. 
10. 


AA. 18. 
18. 19. C. 


Neu 18. 3. 
2. Tae. 1. Fo 


6 = An expoſition of the 13. Chapter, 


to riſe up (in reſpeR of thoſe whole ſucceſſors theygboaſt themſclues to 
be) The tormer hold no certaine dwelling places but were expoſed to 
kunger, thirſt, cold, nakedneſſe, buffeungs &c.. Bur thele latter have 
their Lordly Houſes, wartelike Caſtles, & Priacelike Pallaces,they have 
ticit rents, revenues, and abundance of riches, in great <xcefl-, they are 
p mpoully arayed ia ſtately robes aud rich apparell , they rul. L Kc lords 
over the people, & have power to afflict all that will not beare the yoke 
of their Dominion , thus is this generation tiſen up and cxalted as all 
may ſee that liſt ro m nde it. : 

The place from u hence this Beaſt is ſayd to tiſe up, « the c4. The 
Naturall Sea we kuow 15 the gathering top ter's many, waters, ven. 1.9, 
10. Alike thing muſt that be out of which this Beaſt was tote, Bur 10 
the 77. chaprer, Multtudes, and nalions, proples and Towngs are te embled by 
waters , thertore the gathering together of ſuch into on, body politike 
may rightly be reſembled by the Sea. Thus then the truethRRandert; By 
the ning up of this beaſt out of the Sea was foreſhewed, That thoſe ma- 
ny waters (that is the people and multitudes and Nations and Touogs, 
not onely under the Romane Empite, but moſt nations and people of tne 
world) being gathered into one lea or ecclefialticall State, ſhould breed 
and bring forth this Monſter, 

For ay being ol tu o contrary ſorts, the ſeed of the Serpent & the 
ſecd of the Woman, Children of the kingdome, and children of the v ic- 
ked, yato the one ſort the word of God (in the adminiſtration therot ) is 
the favour of life unto life, unto the other ſort it is the ſavour ot death 
unto death, The one fort feare God and wil obey him rather hen wan, 
The other frare and rev: rence the atme of fleſh, more then they doe the 
living God. Theſe (as light and darknefſe) being contrary one to ano- 
ther; the one being of Chriſt, the other ot Belial : how thertore ſhould 
they in things concerning God and Chriſt, Faith and Religion, agree 10» 
— Thoſe which be of God, cannot but witnc ſſe againft thule that 

ofthe world, becauſe their deeds are evill . Thoſe which are of the 
world, are heady high minded, proud boaſters, wite in their owne (on- 
ceit, and therfore ſcorne to be rebuked, and hate to be reformed. Theſe 
being together in the world as Wheateand Tares in one Field; and as 
Sheep and goates in one Flocke, the true end of the admuniſtration oſ the 
word of God had beene to call and ſeparate the one from the other, the 
precious from the vile, beleevers ſtom infidells.Bue notwithſtanding this 
gene tation thought it to be-wiſedome to take a contrary courſe, namely 
to bring all people of all ſorts to be one Church, and like u iſe unto vui- 
fy mite in Religion. And becauſe it could not be effected by the power 
ot the Word et God (that (word ot the ſpiru) they procured the helpe 
of worldly govcrnours to bring it to paſſe by their power and cõmaund. 
By which d viſe and policie theſe many warers, that is the Na ions and 
p-opl- have beene gathered into one Church and ect leaſticall body po- 
Ike, here teptefented by the Sca, and have been brought to ule all 
oac Gd. N oi woilhip, (Ervicc aud goycrament- But this contormitice nog 
being 
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being procured thorough love, but conſlrayned by feare, was but an hu- 
mane deviſe and worldly policie, and no divide Infticution , And ther- 
fore could not be upholden, maynteyned and continued by the word of 
God, and the adminiſtration of a ſerviceable Minitterie ; but by the over- 
ruling power of a Lordly Prelacie , whereupon it was thought meet that 
Synods or Counſel!s of the chieteſt of the Prelates and Cl:rgie of di- 
verſe dominions thould be gathered togit her to make lawes and canons, 
which all men ſhould be conftreyned by penall lawes to obſerve and 

eild obedience unto , that ſo peace and vnitie might be preſerved and 

ept amongſt them. And in ſhore time it came to paſſe, that whatſoc vet 
theſe Synods or Counſclls did agree upon and ſet downe, (how falſe ſo- 
ever,) was to be held canonicall, and : hoſe that contradicted the ſame, 
were therfore caft out and condemned as Heretickes, This was the man- 
ner & the occaſion ot the riſing of this Beaſt out of thu tarbulent See, And 
here by the way obſerve, That * Every good giving and perf. & gift is from «- 
bove from the father of lightes : But this beaſt hen the Sea beneath not 
from above, and therfore not belonging to the kingdome of Chrilt, but 
an adverſary and enemie thereof. 

Of this Beaſt it is ſayd, that he had 7. heads, a thing which is monſ- 
trous in nature, And therfore by this was foreſhewed that the dominion 
repreſented by this Beaſt ſhould be a monitrous dominion. 
Concerning theſe heads, let this be confidered, That the whole fate 
or ſocietie of rhe Antic hriſſian Sea is of two forts of people, the one fort, 
they call the Ciergie, the other ſort, the Le Of theſe the Clergic are as 
heads and gwid-s to direct and goe before, And the Leyene as the body or 
rather the tay to follow atrer. Agayne by the ſame policie , their 
clergy are ſorted into y. orders or degrees , namely (to ſpeak in their 
language) 1. Le ſou oftioriy, 2. Leftovers, 3. Exorciſt: 4. Acolunhi, 5. Sub- 
fraconi. 6. Didconi, 7. ſaterdotes. Theſt are the 7. orders of the Antichriſtian 
ergy. As for Popes, Cardinalts, Patriarchs , Arch Biſhops, Biſhops, 
Arch deacons &c. they are tiles of dignitie, and not of orders. For the 
Pope is but a Preift concerning his orders , and when he ſtands at the 
Altar and ſayth Maſſe; he doth that as 2 Preift, and not as a Pope, and (0 
of all 'orher degrees . This conſidered, it way well be ſaide of the Anti» 
chriſtian Sin and State , that it is as a Monſter with 7. heads. As 
for the Minifters which God hath ordeyned to be in his Church , they 
are firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers &c. 1 Cov. 12.18. 
c. See alſo Rem. 12. 6. 7.3. œ Epbeſ4. 11. 12.13, And theſe onely were 
given for the — ot er ot the Saints, for the work of the Mniftery, 
and for the edification of the bady of Chriſi. Not ſome to have a bunch of keys 
with 2 — doores of this or that Temple or Cathedrall Church, 
Another to a booke to read to the people things which neither he 
nor they did underſtand. A third to have 2 booke of Coniutstions ot 
Charmes, with charge to read them or ſay by heart ro ſuch as were dif- 
tracted of their witts , or poſſeſſed with divills , and to put their hands 


vpon them. A fourth to have a Taperor was candle witha candlefiick 
to carry 


lamesr 1.17, 
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to carry before the pteiſts and deacons in — their ſcrvice. 

A hft to receive of the people oblations and offrings, and to deliver 
them to the Deacon to carry to the Altar, To teade the Epiflle aud to 
ſtand by the Preiſt while he was ſaying the Maſſe. 

A ſixth to be the ——_ ſpye and intelligencer to informe him of 
ſuch as be irregular, and oblet ve not their To read the Goſpell, 
attend tho preiſt at the Altar &c. 

A ſeventh to conſecrate the Hoaſt as they call it, and then to offer it 
as a ſacrifice propitiatory for the qu ck and dead, 

Theſe are not they which God tath given to be in the Church; But 
theſe are they wherof the Antichtiſtian conſiſteth, for v hoſoe- 
vet is one of that clergy, is one cf theſe 7. , be he Pope Prelate or 
els whatſoever, and to note and ſote ſhewe this point of policie , this 
Beaſt which lohn ſaw had ſeven heads. 

If any ſhall think this to be a vaine, frivolous, and ſtrauoge inter- 
pretation to underſtand by the 7. heads of the beaſt, theſe 7. orders of 
the Clergie, as thioking thoſe heades to betokeif things of greater note 
and importance: Let ſuch conſider what account and —. is mado 
of ſuch perſons as have received the Sacrament of Orders, and holy ton- 
ſure in the kingdome of the Beaſt, and they (hall find the interpretation 
not — but yery agreable. For a time there was fince the wri- 
Vide Concal, ing of this prophecy , * when the meaneſt ſhrimpe that was withis 
Metiſconen. theſe holy orders (as they call them) was held to be of that dignirie, that 
2 the cheiteſt and worthieſt ſecular ludge ina kingdome was held vnwor- 
Caron. e ie 00) or cenſure them for any treſpaſſe or fat , how notorious 

3-12. wicked and manifeſt ſoever, becauſe they had received holy Tooſure, & 
were therby conulecrated and ſet a part unto God, to be his portion and 
heritage , & to pray for the people, and therfore were exempted from all 
ſecular jutiſdiction and power, ſuch was their dignitie acc ounted to be, 
and ſtill is where that kingdome prevayleth and hath the dominion: yea, 
even in this land that quarrel] bath colt the King his Crowne: as is to be 
ſcen in the Hiſtoryes ot the Reigne of King lohn, and not his Crowne 
onely, but his life alſo. Now if the meaneſt of them be above the domi- 
nion of any King or ſecular Iudge, and ſecular Iudges be the heads of the 

e, whome God hath appointed to beate rule over them, well 
thele be ſaid to be as heads in the ki of the Beaſt, wherin th 
ſhavclings are holden to be ſo holy and in dignitie and degree, 
As this Beaſt which Iohn ſaw had 7.hbeads, ſo likewiſe it hed 10. borner, 
whereby was foreſhewed that as the kings of the Medes and Perſians 
were ſhewed and —— to Daniel, by the 2. hornes of the Beaſt 
which he ſaw in his viſion, fo the ——U—ää ͤ — ſhould be as 
guarders and defenders of the Antichrithan kingdome and ate. And 
that this ſcripture hath bet ne fulblled to the vttermoſt by the kings of 
the Nations, 15 ſo manifeſt, that none can be nt of it, thatare of 
ju ſemen: and experience. And it was juſt with the Lord to make the 
Kings ot the carth vaſſols to thus Beaſt, becauſe they teccived not the love 
of the 
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of the truth, but tooke pleaſure in unt ghteouſneſſe ; they would not 
forſake their rages to live goulily, rightcouſly, and ſoberly (as all muſt 
doe that will attaine (alvation) bu: they would lue after their luſis, and 
for their ſiunes they would make fatisfaftion by building of Churches 
and Monatteries, &c. and endowing ttem with lands, ren's, and other 
te venewes, by mcanes whereof thole which traded like Marc hants in 
thoſe many waters , the kiogdome ot the Beaſt grew rich and wealthy, 
and became the great men of the earth, 
Furthermore, {obs laith of the Beaſt, which hee aw that it was like 
4 » &c, By the teſemblaace aud like ne ſſe of a Leopard was figni- 
fied chat this Bratt (hould be foule and full of ſpots, as is ſhewed in the 
18. Chapter : Babylon is become the hebitation of Dinels, and the bed of 
fowle ſpirits , and the cage of every vadeane and batefnll Bird. The filthinefle 
of this Bealt is apparant, in that he doth by force and Ames compell 
all ſores of wicked and ungodly per ple to be of his ſocietic , and refu- 
ſeth none but the godly, th rctore fitly was he thus prefigured. 
Secondly, by the qualitie and diipofirion of the Leopard was _ 
fied that this generation ſhould bee ſubtill and craftie in gettiog their 
- They boaſt themſelues to bee the Church and Spouſe of Chriſt; 
if it be ſo, whence then had they that infinite ſtore and aboundance 
of worldly wealth and riches wherewith they exceed in deliciouſneſſe of 
luing? This was not the condition of Chriſt and his Diſciples , the 
Lord himſelſe had not whereon to lay his head, but in that reſpect was 
more deſtitute then Foxes which haue holes,and then Birds which haue 
melts : his Diſciples wanted gold and filver , and bad no certaine dwel- 
— — whence therefore had this generation their lands, liuings, 
hips > Their Caltles, Mannors , Houſes and Princely Palaces? 
It will bee ſaid of the donation and gift of Emp« rours, kings, and other 
= States, and ot the charitable devotion of all ſorts of peopl: :Bue 
w were people brought to bee ſo full handed to this generation ? To 
bring this about much ſlighe,craft and nimblenefle of wit was vicd;firft, 
le were made to belecue, that what they gave to the Church was 
to the maintenance of the Minifteric of the Gofpell, and for the com- 
fort and relieſe af —— , and therefore be a ſacrinhce ſo well 
pl-2fing to Cod, metitorious, 25 that it ſhould teceiue great re- 
ward at his hands, herewith the mindes ot religious and devout people 
were {> mach moued , that they thought nothing too much to giue to 
the Church, by meanes v h-reof Churches began to grow rich. Se- 
condly , people were made to belecue that the — ot Ima- 
ges and relickes of Stints, and building of Churches, C , Ora- 
tories, &c. and endowing them with Lands, Tenements, Parſonage and 
Vicarage houſes, &c. was an effeuall way to haue favour with the 
Saints, and to procure their prayers avd interceſſion for them: By 
theſe,and ſach like meanes this wylic and crafty generation deluded the 
people, and made themſelues rich , and rabbed Chrift of his honour, 
who onely is our Advocate to God, W they _—_— in 
capes 
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heapes of wealth , by Miſfes, Þ:lgrimages, Purfſe-pennance, Offerings, 
aadiuch Lite Marchandiſes , wherein their ſabulty and craic was — 

ad by a Leopard ; a b-aft ſubt Il by nature , whoſe propertie is to lie 
in waite for her prey, and ſlylie to ca'ch it 1s the Cat doth the Mouſe, 
and in chat reip ct Joth well reſemble the Antichriſtian Clergic , that 
ſub-ill generation, 

But further it is added, that the feete of thu Beaſt were « the ſrete of 4 
Beare. 

The Leopard is more nimble to catch then the Beate, but the Beare 
is more ſtrong and eager to hold taſt that which hee hath ſcaſed ypon, 
then is the Leopard: both theſe properties this generation hath ; nim- 
ble to catch, and greedy to hold: they catch by flight , but hold by 
force, and therefore in catching reſemble the Leopard, but in faft hol- 
ding the tecte of a Beare, 

To this it is added, that the mouth of thy Rea wa & the mouth of 
« Lyon : And by this another property ot the Aorichriſtian Clergie 
was forcſhewed : for as the Lyon when hee hath taken his prey roare th 
upon it, at whoſe roaring the beaſts tremble : So this Generation be- 
ing thus exalted and made rich, and having gorren their prey, they ter- 
81 the ſmall Beaſts of their Forreſt , roaring with curſes and excom- 
munications againſt any, be he Prince or Peſant, that ſhall pr ſume 
to part ſtakes with then. or meddle with their prey, or diminith their 

tion but an Egge or an Onion, That theſe be the properties of this 
— needs no proofe , it is manifeſt by daily experience. 

Here therefore wee may learne what to efteeme and iudoe of the 
Antichriſtiao Clergie, together with thoſe Multi udes, People, Nati- 
ons and Tongues , out of which they haue ſprung. and over which they 
are ſet and ſupported; namely, that they are a monſtrous and beaſtiy 

eneration , excelling in craft, covetouſneſſe, pride, cru-ltie , and all 

iniquity ; and theretore not to be eſtecmed. as they boaſt themſclues 

to be a holy Catholick Church, and Spoufe of Chriſt which cannot 

erre,&c. And by this wee may ſee how lamentably the Na- ons have 

_ deluded and led into errour and vngodlineſſe by their Guides and 
ers, 

Now it followeth , that unto this Monſter the Dragon gane his 
power, and his Throne, and greet e«thoritie, 

Here is declared of whom the Prelates and Clerpis haue received 
their ſpiriruall Lord(hips, power, zuthoxitie and iuriſict on, to deviſe 
and mike ſpirituall Lawes and Canons, to er ct ſpiri u- Conrrs, and 
create Offic-rs to beate rule and ex-rciſe dominion over te Notiors 1 
euen from ene duell: th y haue nor any lawfull anthoritie from God, 
bur an vſurped authority from th- dell, who mfruments they ste 
to advance his kingdome , and to perſecute the Saints, which obey 60d 
rather then men. 

And here wee may obſ.ru* that they sre riph:ly call-d ſpitiruall 
Lords, b:caaſc origiually they procced from that Prince that rulech in 

tut 
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the zire, the ſpint that wer keth in the children of vnbelecfe: but 
vnbell, in dead of ſpitituall Loids, Lawes , Courts and Cfikeers, call 
them ſpirituall wickednefſes , aud fo wee giue them their right til: 
and being uch, it we well fight the goed tight of fab, wee muſt by 
witneſſing what they bee, wratile 287% inſt them, and not ſubmit vnto 
them but Hand tatt in that liberty w herewith Chriſt hath made vs free, 
and not be inrangled with auy yoke of bondage: and that we ma 
wraftle and prevaile , we muſt take voio vs the whole Armour of God, 
ebe. 

2 Jobs faith , that he ſow ene of the beads of the Peaſt ar it were 
wounded to death, and bis deadly wound wei head, and ll the world wen- 
dered after the Beaſt. 

By this H ad, which was as it were wounded to death, was fignifi- 
ed che reviving of Pricfthood , the mytiterie whereot, in few words, is 
this. The workers of iniquitie in this Antichtiſtian Kingdome , ha- 
ving ordained this order of miniſtery called Prieſthood ( whether it“ 
were in imitation of the lewes or Heathen it is doubtſull) but certaine 
it is, that becauſe it wanted « xternall ſacrifices, it came ſhort bo- h of 
the Iewiſh Prieſthood ; and alſo of the Heathen, fo that it was a lame 
and wounded Priefthood , and was not reſpected. lu time it camo to 

e that hey found out a ſacrifice ( as 14 to bee ſerene in their Maſle. 

ke) which was the tranſubſtantiating of tread and wine, into the 
very Bodie and Bloud of Chriſt, really ind ſubſtantially { as they vſe 
to ſpeake and teach) and being ſo tranſubſtantiated to offer it vp vnto 
God ſacrifice propitiatotie both for quick and dead, Thus the woun- 
ded head of Priefthood was cured and revived, and ſo became the 
worlds wonder, as cow it followeth to bee declared, according 25 
Jobs here witneſſeth: 

vAnd ll the world wondred aſier the Braſt, That is, The people of the 
Nations hauing this Prie ſer over them, and commended unto 
them to bee of ſuch power and dignitie, as that they could make them 
a viſible God, not ooely to behold with their eyes, and looke vpon. 
but alſo to eate, and that their maker and redeemer to their everlattirg 
falyation : And being ſo cffeQually deluded as that they bel eued the ſe 
lyes , hereupon they wondred aud followed the Beaſt. Well mighc 
they wonder to ſee bread, and taſte bread , where was no bread, and 
to ſee wine, and cafte wine, where was no wine ( for ſo were they made 
to beleeu=-) and to eare fleſh, and driuke bloud, and yet neither to ſee 
nor taſte fleſh nor bloud : this was a wonder to wonder at; and who 
would not follow him tor a guide that had power to worke ſuch 
wonders ? 

But they did not onely follow the Beaft, as the lewes did Chriſt 
when they ſaw his miracl:'s , But they worſb the Dragon which gave 
power vote the Braff, and they worſhipped the Beaſt, ſaying who is like vnto the 
Beaſt > Who is able to make warre with bim? To worſhip, is to heare and 
obey , and by nnn was ſhewed , that N 
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addicted themſelues to be directed and rul-d by the Beaſt whom the 
Dragon uſed as his inilrument to worke his will, and to whom ve had 
given authority and power to that end: thus orginally they v orſhip- 
ed the divell. Secondly , they worſhiped rhe Beaſt, as being the infiru- 
ment of the divell,and they became ſubieRs in all things obedient unto 
the Beaft , as being of ſuch holineſſe and truth as that it could not etre, 
nor deceiue others, and of ſucn power 2s what they looſed on carth was 
looſed ia heaven, and what they bound in earth was bound in heaven, 
& therſor · ſuch a po ver as had no match er peere,ſo that they boaſted, 

Pal. 71.77, and aid of it,. i like unte the Bre As Devid confidering the power, 
and wonderfull work s of God, faith; Whe « like unte the Lord > So doe 
the Nations boaſſ of inis Beaſt, ſaying; Who lite uu the Beſt? And fur. 
ther they ſayd of him, e e able to make warre with bim > As if they 
ſho"l1d ſay, This our holy M »ther hath power to excommunicate , and 
deliver to Satan, all (of what eſtate condition, and d ſoc vei they 
be) that will not heare her voyce, beare her yoke, a ruled by her: 
Who therefore is able to make wirre with her ? that is, make his party 

againſt this our holy Mother. Of ſuch admiration was this Beaſt in 

the ea th; thus hath the world thought, and ſpoken of her. 

Fer. xr. And moreover , ther- wa given unto this Braff « month ſpeaking great 
things and blaſphemics , and powrr was tives him to make 41, monerhs. 

As the mouth is the m-anes and inſtrument whereby men do declare 
their mindes , fo this Beaſt had a mouth to declare and utter her mindeʒ 
by which mouth was fiznified 2 Miniſtetie of falſe Prophets, and lying 
Spirits, namely. Doctors. Schools. men, Morkes, Froars, and all forrs 
of their Preachers, who teach tor dect ines the command-menrs of the 
Beaſt , and declare and utt:r the minde and «ill of the B-2ft as being 
equa'l to Gods Word, this their Canons, Lawes, Books and Monum-res, 
do manifeſtly witnefT+ : Th- eff Gof that which this mouth urrererh 
is noted to be. greet things, d blaſphemics.) They boaſt of this B-aft that 
ſhe is the holy Carholick Church Militant , the Mwher of all cru- be- 
leevers , the chaſte Spouſe of Chriſt , the Pillar and ground of Trurh, 
that it cannot erre,&c, And that all which will hau: God > be their 
Father, muft haue her to be their Mother Finally, that eur of her lap 
and communion there i« no falartion, ſe,and many other ſuch preat 
things ſpeaketh the mourh of this R-aft, which are indeed orcar things, 
and being ſo ſpoken are great bliſph: mie: For is ir nor gta: Haſphe. 
my to call that Holy, which is moſt the nable? To call her the Mo- 


ther of all true B-l-evers, which is the Mother of fornications, and of 
all abominztions ? To call that the Pillar sad ground of Trorh, which 
hath corrupred the earth with her exrours and fornicrr inns 2n4cauſd 
all Narions to drinke of che wine of the writh thereof? To fy there is 


no ſalustion but in her f HY ſhid whoſ- en4 204 indgement is 19 25 to 
deftration > Bewar» of falf- Prophets, 
are the month of this Reaſt. | 
And it is further to be miaded, that it is ſaid of this Bcafl, thst the 
mouth 
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month which ſhe had was giv-n her, for had this Beaſt no more to main- 
taine this mouth, then ſhe hath of her own by diſcent and heritage, ſhe 
could not have ſo many to ſpeak» for her as ſhe hath: Bur Emperors and 
Kings, Princes & Nobles, and other great fioners became beneſactori to 
this B-aſt, giving unto her Lands and Tenements, rents & revenewes to 
m1incaine this mouth to utter great things and blalphemies , and more 
then this, Power was given bun ts A, or make rwe and moneths, 

For the better underflanding of this point, let this be conſidered: 1a 
the Antichriſtian Kingdome they haue a rule how to in every 
cauſe, bur not given them of God, but of their own making, which they 
commonly call the Canon Law, concerning vvhich Law here we may 
l-arne by vvhom it vvas made, & how long it was in making. Theſe ma- 
k ra u urp the name of the Church of Chtiſt, but the tue Church is the 
Kinedom of Chtiſt, and being the Kingdom of Chriſt it bath hum onely 
for la wgivrr, they therefore which under the title of the Church pre- 
ſa ne co m:k- lawes, are htly & worthily refermbled by a Beaſt: For what 
is more unreafonable then for thoſe whoſe greateſt dignity ,glory & hap- 

ines, confiſterh in _—_ —_— adminiftring of Gods Word, to 
Fall from this, and Lucifer-liketo exalt & oppole themſelues againſt their 
Maker, as though they were vviſer & iuſter then God. to adde uato his 
Teſtam nt vvhich is ſufficient to iuſltuct us in all vviſedome, & to make 
the man of God pe rect in every good work; and to take from the ſame 
Teſtament at their pleaſure, vvhich is not lawfull to do to any mans trita.. 
ment, v vit hout great oftence and injuſtice,as the A ſhewern,Gel.z. 
15. vet this is the way whereia thole great doers,the authors of the Ca- 
non Law haue yvalked It is ſaid of thole Actors. ba Power wer given them, 
exc. Wrere firſt yy: may obletue, that of themſelues they had not this 
power. for then it could not haue been ſaid to be given them, but given 
them it vj it is therefore to be conkdered vybo vyas the giver. Not 
Cari't, hee gaue his D ſciples no power to make lawes, but gaue them 
char2e to teach bel-eyers to obſerue all things vvharſo: ver he had com- 
mandcd hem. it is certain therfore that this power vvas given them, not 
by God bur by men. namely, by Kings & Princes forthe ſtares & 
of men conſidered it is plaine, that none can giue power to make lawes 
bur ſuch as be Soyeraignes,; by ſuch therefore this power to make lawes 
vvas given unto ti is Beaft. Bat yrhar ſhould moue Sovcraignes to giue 
power toRiſhops & Miniſters to make la ves for the Church Nothing ve. 
rily but blind devotionfor they being ignorant of God,& of his Word, 
though it the beſt vyay to keep p*ace & unity in the Church,yvheras in- 
deed it vvas the cauſe of ſtrife & diſſent on, & at length by that mean-s 
in uy vvas eftabliſh-d for a law, & Gods Word vyholly reiected &caft 
akd: as unmeet for Lay. men to uſe. Now 23 is all lavvſull proceedings, 

Princes are Gods minifters,in Go1s ſtead unto their ſubic cti and — 

ſo in giving tis poyver to this B-aſt.they are the Dragons miniſters an 
inftrume's. Wheras ii is ſaid that power was give unto the B-aft to make, 
but it u not noted 52 that the things made 
3 ate 


1. Tin 3. 1. 


14 An expoſition of the 13. Chapter, 


are of that nature and qual:tic that they are got worthy of any name; 


the mak-rs theme lues ute to call their Canons, Couttcetions and 
Lawcs, but talſly ; tor it they were ſuch i „then men might have 
ſome good uſe of them, but that no man can haue, therctore it is but 
lal hood and deceit ſo to name them: Its like the calling et onc car- 
ved Image, 5 Peer, another S. Faul, anochet d. lobn, &c. chat is to name 
things that which they be not, and that is to lie. 

tn that it is ſayd, that power was given unto the Beaſt to m. ke 1. 
is lim ted. And ſeing that the 


Monethes, It ſheweth that the beaſts ti 
time is limited, we muſt finde that the time of making of the Cacholick 
church agreeth with this ſtint, before we tan be ſure that it is the Beaſt, 
here repreſented, wherefore conſider that the eccleſiaſticall tare began 
to make about the yere of our Lord,zo4.(the Ancy ran counicll being the 
firſt, whoſe conſtitutions took the effect and force of lawe,) And made 
not an end of making untill the yere 1564, the Counſel! of Trent being 
the laſt wherio the beaſt acted the laſt act of this mak ig. and tulhlled the 
meaſure of that iniquitie, and therfore is now to receive judgment and 
condemnation from the Lord, as is hereattet in this ptophe fic declared, 
So that if we acconnt a yeare for a day, thirtie dayes for a moneth, 
it will amount to 1260, dayes, which is the juſt ſome of 42. moneths. that 
this beaſt was a making, which is a ſt argument, that by this beaſt 
was ſignified the eccleſiaſticall effate, or Catholick church, as is ſhewed 
before page 1. 

Further it is ſayd of this Beaſt , that he opened bi month in b'aſpbemy 
agi God , to blaſpheme bu name , and his Tabernacle, and them that dwell un 
heaven 


In that this Beaſt, by the miniſlerie of falſe Prophets and Teachers, 
2s by her mouth hath ſeduced the Nations, and made them beteeve, 
That God by the Mimiſterie of his holy Apoitles and Prophets, hath not 
left us a ſure and ſutfcient rule of faith, in the holy Scriptures, but that 
the want therof muſt be ſupplied with unwrirten verites , the writi 
of auncient fathers, determinations of counſells,and the Popes decretals, 
otherweiſe all people would runne into conſuſion, it may truely be ſayd, 
that ſhe hath opened her mouth unto blaſphemie againſt God. Firil it 
maketh the eternall who hath created all things, and for whoſe wills 
lake all things are and were created, To be but a rude and groſſe begin- 
ner of a work, which he hath left and given up for vayne man to finiſh & 
make perſect. Secondly if there be particular lawes left out of the Scrip- 
rures , for want of which all le would runne into contuſi u, then 
God hath oor ſhewed himſelfto be a God of order. Thirdly the word 
of God is not ſufficient to make the man of God petiect, in every 
worke,as the Apoſtles ſayth. But thus ro think, is a horrible errour, Thus 
to ſpeake, is wicked blaſphemy , an! thus to reach, is helliſh iniquitie. 
For how wil it ftand with the glory of dd, and of our Lord leſus Chriſt, 
not to give unto his people 2 petfect Law and ſute Teſtimonie , a hrre- 
unto they might :ruſt, and whcerio they migh: reſt and live by faith, buy 
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muſt depend upon other men, to ſee as it were with their eyes, and oor 
with their one, and ſo to hold their taith in reſpe@ of other mens per- 
ſons, to beleeve as they beleeve &c, as though Gods — (their lea- 
ders excepted) were not reaſonable creatures, but as without un- 
derſtanding : But bleſſed be our God, wee have a ſure word of the Pro- 
phers, which is as a light ſhining in a dark place, wherunco we ſhall do 
well it wee take heed. Gods people haue no need of unwritten veritxs, 
mens precepts and eraditions; They have ſuret lights to walk by then the 
writings of the Schoole men, and other writers of auntie nt times, They 
haue ſurer Rules and righter Teſtimonies, wherby to decide and cud 
controverſics aud doubts, then the determinations ot counlells , and 
Popes decrees,and they which ſpeake to tHe contrary,open their mouth 
to blaſpheme againſt God. Concerning blaſpheming the name of God, 
amongſt other attributes or titles whereby he is ſett forth unto us, he is 
called the Holy one of el, and the high Prieſt in Iſrael did beare this in- 
ſcription upon his torehead graven in gold, Holyneſſe to the Lord, Firlt ther- 
fore we may truely and boldly ſay of the Lord, that Holy is his name, 
Secondly we may likewiſe truely and boldly affirme, that to give the ti- 
tle of Holyneſſe unto any unholy prophane and abhominable thing, is to 
—.— the name of God: But thus the Beaſt hath done many and 
ſundtie wayes. They aſcribe Holynes unto their Antichriftian orders, and 
—* , to theit Idolatrous Maſſe, to their exorciſed ot conjured 
read, Water, Oyle, Tapers, Aſhes, Veſtures, Veſſells , and many other 
implements in and by all which they blaſpheme the name of God. 

And as 2 the name ot God; So likewiſe they blaſ- 
pheme his Tabernacle, That is to ſay, the true viſible Church of Chriſt 
vnder the Goſpel , which is the place of Gods preſence , which he hath 
choſen to put his name there, * where two or three or more are gathe- 
red together in the name of Chriſt , there is Chriſt preſent , and where 
Chriſt is preſent there hath God put his name, there he is to be ſoug be; 
and there hee may bee found, and there is his Tabernacle. To come 
tog ther in the name of Chriſt, is when Gods le ioyne themſelues 
together in a ſpiri uill body politicke, ſeparated from the common 
mul-itudes of knowne unbelceyers, to the end to meete together tor 
the mutuall edificationand comfort one of another, by doctrine, brea- 
Nez of bread and prayer,and to practiſe all other Ordinances ot Chriſt 
ſer do ane in his Teſtament, a5 they ſhall haue occaſion : and to com- 
panies of Beleeuets, having ſuch fellowſhip and communion one with 
another, the title of the Churches of Chrift dothſ(ia our ule of ſpeech) 
properly and of tight belong: but for belet vets to doe this apart by 
themſelues is adiudged con empt of authority, faftious, novelty, ma- 
Fug of Conv:em icl-s and unlawtoll Aſſemblies,dargerous to the State, 
and not ro be ſuffered io any Kingdome or Common-wealth , zn o 
they blaſph:me the Tabernacle of God in 2 bigh degree,as it Gods pec- 
ple were a company of ungodly rebels, aud wicked conſpitati n but ti e 
righteous Lord will ia duc time viſit his people, & rebuke his e _ 
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And on the other fide, tor Gods N now to deny the kingdome 
of the Bealt; that 1s, (as they call ie) the noly Carholick church Militant, 
to be the true Church of Chriſt: To tetuſe to partak: avd communicace 
with them in theit abominations , delufinns, ard watrur full works of 
darkneſl>, is adjudged difobedicnce, ſchi.me and conrempr ot tne power 
and authoricie of the Church: To ſpcak agu encir proceeding), ledi- 
tion, diſturbance of the peace of the Church, herclic,umpicto, aw what 
not? Thus they adorae tne Harlott, which corrupteth the earth with her 
fornications, with che title of the Church, and ipouſe of Chriſt, 2d La- 
bernacle of God, And ſo blaſpheme the Tabernacle of God, as if it were 
not a communion of Sainctꝭ by calling and protefſſhon, but an habiracion 
7 3 an hold ot Fo le ſpirits, and a cage of eyety uncltane & hate- 
ll bird, 
Further it is ſayd of the Beaſt, that it did bl-ſpheme thoſe that dwelt in 
heaven, that is the Su. departed this hit 

Thoſe that dwell in heaven, are then blaſ when it is (ayd of 
them, that they take it as honour done unto them, when we mike them 
our Patrones , build chem Temples, ſer up their images, offer and pray 
unto them, and make them Mediators between Chriſt and us, tor by this 
they are made not onely idolls, but alſo fayorers and cheiie mayntey ners 
of idolatrie : They are allo blaſphemed when the doctrine ..ich they 
taught and practiſed is condemned for herefie , or when erronicus doc- 
trines, vayne traditions, ſuperſtitious rites, ceremonies and cuſtomes are 
fathered upon them as received from them by Tradition, as unwritten 
verities, but the world hath been brought to beleeue that Saints in hea» 
ven might by theſe meancs bee as it were t and fold, berweene 
Prieſt and people, wherein they haue been highly blaſpnemed. 

Moreover it is ſaid , that it wes grven to the Breſt to mike warre with the 
Saints , aud to overcome them : and power was given hum over all Kindreds, and 
Tongue; and Nations. 

Warre is made with the Saints when they are accuſed to Rulers and 
Governours to be Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, wicked and ungodly perſons; 
and they may then be ſaid to bee overcome, when their accuſers are 
raſtifed and they condemned, according to this, this Scripture hath 
been fulfilled and verified, Great and of long continuance haue been 
the warres which the Beaſt hath made with the Saints, and many haue 
been the viRtories of this k1nde which the Beaff hath had agaioſt them ; 
as the Hiſtories , and other records of the Nations do plentifully wit- 
neffe, It was given to the Bralt to make warte with the Saints, when 
Rulers and Governours gzue way to the Beaft to deviſe aud make lawes 
at their own pleaſure, concerning Religion and the worſhip of God, 
and then to condemne for delinquents and cuill doers all that would not 
obſetue thoſe lawes. How free and forward Rulers and Governours 
daue been to giue ſuch power unto the Beaſt, th y themſclues have tele 
by long and wotull experience : for much woe hath the Beaſt 
wrought (not to the poore and meancs ſort of the Saints oncly, but) 

crea 
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oven to Emperours and Kings and all degrees of people, and therefore 
i is aid in the words — that power was given unte this Beaſt 
over cyery Kindred, Tongue and Nation: So that the exaltation thereof 
was ſuch, as to be as a father aboue all fathers to every Kindred ; a Lord 
aboue all Lords to eyery Tongue; a King aboue all Kings to every Nati- 
on, Thus was this Beaſt exalted , and fate as a Queene triumphing over 
them, haviog all of all degrees drought in bondage unto her dominion, 
Which was a juſt recompence upon their heads that gaue ſuch power 
unto this Beaſt : yet ſee how the world was herein deluded , they were 
not as captiues apgaioft their wills, but io blinde devotion , bad this 
Reaft io moſt high reverence, as being a Divine Power, ordained and 
given by God, and not from the Dragon. Thus did the Lord giue them 
oyer to bee deluded by this Beaſt, as a iuſi reward of their ungodlineſſe, 
in that they received not the loue of the truth , but tooke plealure in 
unt ighteouſac ſſe. 
urther it is declared in the words following, That «'l that dwel: upon Ver, 5. 

Ibe earth ſhall worſhip him (that is the Beaft ) whoſe names arc not wrilien in 
the Booke of the life of the Lamb flayne from the foundation of the world. 

By thoſe that dwell on the earth 14 meant thoſe that haue ſer their 
habitation there, and chooſe rather to oo proſperitie of the world 
and the pleaſures of ſinne, together with the Beaſt, then to ſuffer affl cti- 
on for the truth, and for witneſſing againſt the Beaſt + Theſe are hey 
that worſhip him, that is, receive their precepes and :ules, for di ci ine 
and wholeſome inſtruction, and obſerue their ordinances and la es 25 
perfe& rules of equitie and righteouſneſſe , caſting the Word of God, 
declared in the holy Scriptures, behind their backes , zod reading bis 
Ordinances under their teete, making farre more conſcience not to eate 

| an on a Friday , then to ftcale, or commit adulterie. But of ſuch 

it is laid, that their names are not written in the Booke of life of the 
| Lamb which was ſlaine from the beginning of the world :; That is, they 
are not of the number of Gods El:R and Choſen in Chriſt, and given - 
unto him for his portion and heritage, whoſe condition is to be hated, 
deſpiſed, perſecuted , and afflited in the world, for righteouloes lake; 
in whom the Lamb Chriſt I:ſus,as in his members hath ſine ſince 
the beginning of the world : which condition, thoſe which cannot 
brooke and indure, but count it a pl-aſure to liae deliciouſly for 2 ſea- 
fon; and take delight to inioy the pleaſures of finne,may thereby bee 
diſcerned, not to haue their names writ:en in the Book of Life. 
Concerning theſe thirgs it is added, i any men haue an tart let him hee. Per. 9. 
As 1 it ſhould be ſaid, tew there bee which haue an este to heare 
theſe things : For who can indure to heare that Catholike Church , 
which they account to bee ſpirituall, holy, and beavenly, to bee com- 
ted to a Braſt , ugly in torme, and Forrible and monſtrous in nature? 

Vho can indure to heare that Power, that Throne, and that authority 
which they bel eue to be of God, to be ſa d and aſitmed to bee of the 
Drigoa that olu Serpent the Diucll * Satan? Who will belceue thata 
* 


Fer]. 10. 
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righteous God would giue way to his enemies, the workers of iniquE 
tie, ſo farre to prevaile, ang o long time, as for many hundred yeeres 
together, to delude che Nations, to bring them into boodage, and to 
keepe them in flaverie? And that a few poore deſpi ple of no rec- 
koning in the world hete one, and there another, ſee more and be 
wiſer all cke great Clarks, wiſe Counſellours,mightie Princes, and 
al! the Nobles of the carth >} Who (I ſay) hathan care to heare theſe 
things , and not bee moved to fret in himſeIfe, and to gnaſh his teeth 
a: the hearing of them 

Yet not withſtanding all this , and more, let him that hath an care 
heare, for times and ſeaſons will change ; a time will come( is the verſe 
following doth declare) when theſe great workers of iciquity ſhall bee 
ſubdued and troden under — e. 

He that leadeth mao captivitie gec inte captivitie , with 
the ſword muſt bee killed with the ſword, bere is the patience and faub of the 
Saints, 

Here is Hewed the iuſtice of God, who will recompence unto the 
wicked according to the workes of their hands, as they haue meaſured 
unto other it bee meaſured nnto them they ſhall reape the 
fruite of their untighteouſueſſe to the full: the Saints and 
ſervants of God ſhould here learne with patience to beare the Croſſe, 
beeauſe the Lord will take their parts, 2nd avenge their bloud upon 
their enemies, and thoſe which with rell upon the Lord, are 
here recorded for Saints, Here u the patience end faith of the S,. As N 
it were (aid, goer ances) eres on Ä— for the truth, and 
commit their cauſe unto God, refting faithfully upon him, are thereby 
tryed and made manifeſt to the world, to bee the Saints and Servants 


of God, that in ſure of a time of refreſhing, chuſe to endure 
e then will ( to haue peace with 


the world ) together with the world the Reaſt. 
Thus much concerning the firſt part of this Chapter. and of chat 


wer and promotion which the and ie crope up unte 
— the exalcation and ſupremacie of . The — a 
whoſe iniquitie is next to be conſidered ; To God be glerie for ever. Amen, 


— "I — 


— — 


The fecond part of the 13. Chapter of the Revelation, 
beginning at the 11. Verſe; 


Vans It. 
And | beheld another Beaſt comming up out of the garth, and be hed rwe homes 
like a Lambe, and he ſpeke n Drages, 
„ the Prelacie and Clergie in 


in the former part of this C 
, whe under the title of the Catholike Church Mil:rane, 
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lied themſclues to work iniquitie , and bring the — r 


— . 
riches, honour , aud earthly | tur alpiring hi her, at laft the 
Prelate of Rome in particular, attained to this title and dignitie , to be 
Chriſts Vicar , Peters ſucceſſor, and univerſall Biſhop ; and under that 
Ticle pretended a fuln: ſſe of power and ſupremacie over all perſons and 
cauſes, and therefore is here reſembled and fore-ſhewed by a Beatt &c. 
Firſt, whereas it is ſaid of this Beaſt that it came up out of the earth, 
— „ that the high degree and dignitie whereunto the 
Prelates of Rome haue aſpired , and exalted themſclues , is not from 
it is of the earth, earthly ; it is a plant which our heavenly Fa- 
ther hath not planted, and therefore ſhall in the end be rooted our. 
Concerniog the comming up of this Beaſt, it is to be minded, that 
the Miniſters of the word of God (of which tanke of men this Beaſt 
boaſteth himſclfe to be the cheite ) if they were in their right kinde 
lights and guides uato others: But 


to the earth , as a fig tree caſteth ber when ſhe is ſhaken of 
a mi winde ; Ge Ee infer of the word 
of God would in time degenerate and goe out of kinde, they would, 
7 er 
Nee 
z ney 4 ow vw wages ei un- 
ghceouſneſſe , — 7 ak den 2 — : all which 
is fulflled and come to paſſe, as all may fee that are not wiliully blinde. 
Among the reſt of the fallen Statres, to one was given the key 
of the bottomleſſe yu, Rv. 9. 1, Whereby was fignified that power 
and ine nce de given to ene of the fallen Starres aboue 
the reſt : which tag was effefted and came to paſſe, when Phoce be- 
jog Ee he promoted Bonface then Prelate of Rome to be unver- 
fall Biſhop, and to haue power and juriſdiction over all other —_—_ 
Which thing vyhen Phocs had done, this Batten ng of Locuſts , 
_ oped of vc rpg of the N pit _ — Sn 
ry opening and ſhutti ar their . 
in Jos. they — them 2 — 
Kings ; which thing they could never haue done, er as not firſt be- 
ſorted the Nations in blinde devotion to impoveriſh 
theſe Locuſts under the title of the Church, and in hope of meritin 
thereby, and to be releaſed from their finnes , and from the ſuppo 
paines of Purgatory : For had the Pope, that Prelace of Rome, been 2s 
deſtitute of worldly wealth, and as well turniſhed with ſpirituull grace, 


opening of the * ſixth Seale fob ſaw the Starres fall from heaven · Rev.s. 13, 


as Peter and lebe were when they went up into the Temple to pray), «At ;- 1.6. 


and healed the lame man, he had never ſet his foote upon the Empe- 
rours neck. For as much the reſote as the Romiſh Ptelate from a h-_ 
- ö f 
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and lowly eſlate and degree in the world, hath — up and been cal. 
ted aboue Kings and Emperoars : and ſeeing worldly wealth and riches 
haue been the meanes her : by he hath got the preheminence, very fig- 
niſicantly was this upſtart teſembled and prefigured, by a Beaſt comming 
up out of the earth. 

Agaise, it is ſaid of this Beaſt, chit it had ewe Hornes like the 
Lamb; By Hornes in the Scripture is uſually fignified power and autho- 
rity, and by the Lamb is m-ant Chriſt Ieſus, who had all power in hea - 
ven aad earth given to him, Mth.18.18 So that hereby was ſhewed, that 
the Prelate of Rome would challeng and uſurpe great power and au- 
thority which he perſwadeth the world belong unto him, as be- 
ing Chriſts Vicar , and under this pretence uſurperh a two-fold power 
and juriſhQtion, both Civill and Ecclefiaſticall, not in earch onely 
but in heaven alſo ; what he bindeth in earth, is bound in heaven, 2 
whom he will he can teleaſe from the paiacs of Purgatorie, and place 
them in heaven: Therefore in token of this his power he is armed 
with two ſu ords, which thing was plainely ſignified by the two Hornes 
which he had like the Lamb. But though the Beaſt would be the Lambs 
equall , and reſcmble him io power, yet his yoyce bewrayes him to 
bee but a counterfeit , and a diſſembling ite : he ſprakes like the 
Dragon , he pretendeth property to tha: is net his Gn, and ex. 
alteth himſclfe againſt thoſe unte whom he ſhould ſubmit and giue ho- 
nour : Even as the Dragon ſaid of the Ki of the d; ME 
theſe are in my power , f giue them ts whomF will So Vkewiſe ſaith this 
Bealt his Vicar, the Prelate of Rome: Empire and Kingdomes of 
the carth are in my power, and at my diſpoſition, and to me it be- 
og to de poſe and ſet wp Emperours and Kings at my pleaſure , as 
ſhall bee behoofull tor the peace of the Church. And thus may the Beaſt 
in this bee kaowne by his voyce, lik-wiſe in divers other particular 
blaſphemous ſpeeches and diveliſh doctrines. 

Further it is (aid of this B:aſt , That be exerciſerb ve ras of the 
firſt Beaſt before him , «nd h the earth , and them which therein , ts 
Worſhip the firſt Breſt , whoſe deadly wound war bealed. 

In that this Beaſt is ſaid to cx*rcif*, MN the power of the firſi Beat 
before hm, thereby was figaified , That what the firſt B:2ft could doe 
by her motherly authority and power under the uſurped title and ane 
of the holy Church, the ſame coul i this Braff doe, by the authority 
& power of his facher100d uader the title & pretence of Chriſts Vicar, 
Peters ſucceſſor,univerſall Biſhop, & c. But that this Beaſt may yer further 
be diſcerned,it is (aid of him, That he cauſed the earth, 41d rboſe which dwell 
therein 10 worſhip the f ff Beat, ce. By cauſing the earth to worſhip the firſt 
B-aſt, was forc{h:wed, chat the Pope would exact of the earth the tent 

irt of the fruits therof for the maintenance of the holy Church, & this 
15 ind-ed to worſhip: For as th · prying of Tithes in the time of rhe Law 
was a part of the true ourward worſhip of God, fo this is the worſhip of 
the Beall. And further, by cauſing the Lahabitancs of the carth 20 to 
worlhip 
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Ourfhip the firſt Bea, was ſhewed that he would carefully fee due 
homage , ſervice, and obedience to be yeelded and performed to the 
holy Church : fo that * the Prelate of Rome 23 a ſonne of perdi- 
tion, did exalt himſclfe aboue meaſure , yet ftill doth he maintaine 
the power and digniry of the Catholick Church ; the eſtimation of her 
Motherhood mult ſliſl bee maintained, her voyce muſt fill be heard and 
obeyed; not to come when ſhe calls is contumacie and -coorempt not 
to be indured they that dare ſo farre to deſpife her authoritie, a5 not 
to obey her Paricors Proceſſe, are by her doome to bee accounted cur- 
ſed children, and wortby of go leſſe cenſute and puniſhment then to be 
firuck with that cerrible Thunderbolt of her Excommunicatien , the 
violence whereof is ſuch, as who can indureit> Who will not rather 
ride, runne, dance attendance, crouch, kneele, pay, pray , or doe ary 
thing elſe which Maiſter Officiall or his Regiſter wil enioyne them, ihn 
un ſo heavy a burtheh 2s the cenſure of Excommunication?Thus 
will the Pope haue the magnificence of this Diane to bee maintained , 
The earth and thoſe which dwell in ir muſt yeeld unto her the Tithe of 
all their increaſe, as ali Mortuaryes, Off: rings, and many other Church 
duties which ſhe requircth of them; for ſhe is 2 goddeſſe and muſt bee 
worGhipp:d. Andenis diminiſheth the Popes ęlorie never 2 jot, the two 
effices of the Whoore 2nd falſe Prophet, can well agree and ſtand toge- 
ther, a3 father and mo her in one family, and thetetere the ſecond Bea, 
as father of al}, wil haue the firſt Beaſt worſhiped, that is, obeyed & main- 
eined in glorie, as mother of all. And further obſerve, in that the 
bath executed all authoritie of the Catholike Church, thereby is confr- 
med the truth of the expoſition , that rhe fir Beaſt was the Catholike 
Cir:1ch, andthe ſecond Beaft the Pope, s hath beene before obſer ved. 
" © And br doth wonders ,” ſo that be maketh fre ts come downe from . 13; 
Broven on earth mt t of men, 
Firft, by the wonders which he did, was foreſhewed what wonder. 
full things the Prelate of Rome, that talſe Prophet ſhould bring to paſſe 
2s namely , under the title of the ſervant of the ſervants of God 
{ which indeed all Miniſters of the Word, and other Church Officers 
vo to be) to ereep up and cxale himſelſe aboue Emperours and Kings, 
and all other eſtates in the earth, which being conſidered, is indecd a 
thing wonderfull : for firſt, the Pre lacie and Clergie in teſped᷑ of the 
—— holines of their Orders were exempted and freed trom being 
ubjeR to any ſecular juriſdifton and power, che meaneft of them might % 
not be produced before any ſecular ludge,for any crime or offence how — _ 
haynous ſoc ver, yer unto this Beaſt, they muſt be obedient in all things, 0 «lf, 
#5 ſeryanrs to their Lord j vpon him they mutt depend with all obietva- 20: 
tion, 29 childr*n upon their fathers: And as for Emperovrs and Kings, 
and other worldly States, it —— to ber ſeene that though cs { 
and 


ſtand highly upon their titles 2 dignities,not to haue them empayr 
or in a0y thing diminiſhed, which is a thing which they will ict il 
tothe theeding ot aboundance of 3 be made ſuc h omg 

_— 3 
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this Beaſt , as to hold his ſlirrop, to leade his horſe by the bridle, as 
kiſſe his feete, they thought it no but an honour : And 
notwithſtanding that very many of that tanke haue been noto- 
rious wic ked men, and abominable livers , yet haue they the craft ſe 
to delude and beſot all people of all in the world , as to — 
them ts beleeue that the truth is ſo infallibly annexed to that ſeate © 
the Beaſt, a nn eee e yea, he 
wade the world to beleeue it 38 an Article of faith, that his determi- 
nation and iudgement of any controverſie or point of doctrine, is a 
more indifficient and iutallible tule of fait then is the holy Sctiptutes: 
That theſe and the like groſſe doctrines are beleeved and received, are 


great wonders, 
Further, He meketh fire ts come downe rom heaven on the earth in the ſight 


of men; Ce. 
By fire in this place vs fore-ſhewed the puniſhment which ſhould 
be infli&ted on the Saints, which was ing with fire : And: in that 


the fire was ſayd to come from heaven, was foreſhewed, that 

Nu. c. the bulges of the ——— Gods, * oy 
Throne of in e ast 

ſhould beleeue the Saints and — which refuſed to 

„ and therefore 

haus done, thinking 


| are the iudgeme 
p 
i — —— by the Pope, and made 


ſocalled ) which he had power to doe in the fight of the Beaſt, 2s is 
7 ſhewed in the verſe following, 
rſe 14 e be deceiveth them that dwell on the cb, by the meanes of theſe mires 
cles which be had power te doe in the ſight of the Beaſt, 

Thoſe which the Beaſt deceiveth are ſuyd to dwell on the earth, 
that is, haue their affeQtions fee carthly things, aod not upon 
heavenly, ſo that will got for loue of the truch forſake their eatth- 
ly poſſeſſions and pleaſures : theſe are they which are deceived by theſe 
lying wonders of this Beaſt ; but thoſe that ate ſtrangers ard pilgrimes 
in this world, whoſe af: dt ons are (er beavenly things , and not 
upon earthly, theſe are not deeerved nor deluded by him : theſe making | 
tryall of him by Gods word have fourd him to be à lyer and 2 — 

hun 


and belec ue him not, hut taking their hues in theit hands , witnes 
1 


— 
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him to the death, that his power and working is of Satan, and that his 


it is ſayd , that he had power to doe theſe miracles in the 

sti. of the Braft: therby is confirmed & made wanifeſt that which before 

i ſhewed page 23. that this lonne of perdition, the chiet darling of his ho- 

catholick is preſent with her, and in her boſome, and for her 
and in her behalf 


exerciſeth his power, ſhee retayning fill her for- 
mer zuthoritie without avy diminiſhing thereof, as is evident unto all 


that are acquainted wich the acts of that Church. Thus much tor the 
c ond parte of this chapter. 


The 3. part of the 13. Chapter of the Revelation: 


Wherin is ſoreſhewed a third Beaſt, which was fet up by the com- 
maundement of this ſecond Beaſt the Pope, who layd to them that 
dwelt on the earth, that they ſhould make an Image to the Bea? which bad the 
wound with a ſword and did live. 


HEA that the Pope by his commanding power, was the 
terne 


cauſe of ſetting up this Image, and for the better and more cleare 
u ing, what this Image is, Let us conſider 3 little the pat - 
whoſe i and likenes it beareth, namely the firſt Beaft, 

The firſt Beall, as hath beene ſhewed was the repreſentative body of 
nt wr = ng X — — god 
Preiſthood of fundry Nations gathered together into one Councell, or 
Synode, with authoritie to make lawes and canons for the uni verſall 
Chinch, ro boohiiores —————j—ͤ— pretence of the 
inſufficiency of the Scriprure for t — the Church, and the 
worſhip of God, Ia like manner the Pope (in his wiſedome ſeeing it ne · 
— 2 and upholding ot his 

e out 


— — and Heretickes, and onus prion (as 


they call them,) which dayli mn ay CI 


ordey ne 
and command i that io every Province there yerely be held and ' Fide . 


ta 
node he alſo 
le be confermable and obedient; This is the Image which he 
d the dwellers on the earth to make of the Beaſt , which had the 
rn | 

tisfayd, n. power en bim 10 | 

de pros ue yy ep roger}, rf ret 32 
cauſe <& meny 4 would not worſhip the Pmage of the Breſt , ſhould bee 


In this verſe wee may obſcrue 1 firſt, that a gt was given to the 
Nye to beſtow upon this Image : ſecondly, what this gift was, viz. 
| o 


. Provinciall counſel or Synode conſiſling of the Prelats and divers , Lier. 
lele cted perſons which ſhould look to thoſe matters, to u hich Sy. H, 
power to make lawes and ordinances , to Which the C. c. 
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to giue life or breath to the Image: thirdly , the end and eſfects of the 
gift, which was, that the Beall ſhould ſpeake, and cauſc chat as maoy 
as would not worſh/p the Baſt ſhould be Killed; As there was given by 
the Dragon to the firlt Beaſt great power and authoritic , aud allo 3 
mouth to ſpeake blaſphemies and to make warte wich the Saints, in like 
manner by the ſame Dragon was this gift given to the Pope, to giue life 
ot breathe to this Image: By life is here meant authoricie, which is 
the life of a Syonode, without which it is of no force, and ſo this Image 
ſhould haue been no more then a very image or picture, 2nd ſer up to 
no purpoſe , but the Pope having recei it, gaue authority to the 
Image that he ſhould ſpeake , that is, make and ſet forth Canons ard 
Lawes; for to ſp:zk- is ſo underſtood 2: as for example: A King is ſaid 
to ſpeake to his ſubiects when he ſetteth lorth his Lawes and Pioclama- 
tions: ſo this Beaſt having made Canons and Decrecs,, ſpcake tho ber 
vaſlals and ſubjects by them. Moreover, the Image cauled that as ma · 
as would not worſhip him ſhould be killed: Here the pride and cru- 
elty of this Image is ſet forth, to be anſwerable to the firſt Beaſt, and 
therefore rightly is he called her Image: for as the firſt Beaſt made ware 
with the Saints and overcame them, and all that dwclled on the earth 
worſhiped him, & c. ſo whoſoever would not worſhip this Image, that is, 
keate his voyce and keep his commandements, there was no way for him 
but death. All the worthip that the Lord requireth of his ſervants, is 
Peu. 10. 1. bat they frare him, wal ke in all his che,, loue him, and ſerue hem with all there 
13. hearts, and with all their ſowles to keep the commandements of the Lord, and his ov. 
dance. And this is indeed the true worſhip of God, In like manner this 
Image wilbe worſhiped ,his law es muſt be obſeryed & his canons obey- 
ed without examining and trying of them, be they never fo unholy and 
unjuſt: They that donot obſerve and I they never ſo uprighs 
and holy meu, they ſhalbe thett fore indited araigned, — 
demned to death, as being in their eftimation Hereticks,Schiſmarickes, 
diſobedient and rebellious perſens , contemners of God and of the 
Church, yea as the filch and offcowring of the world, and unworthy of 
the ſocietie of men. 

Aid be canſeth all both ſmall and great. vich and poore, free and bond, to receive 
mar tee in their right hand and in them forekeads. 

This Image challenging worſhip to be performed unto him, of all 
people of all forts and — according to the authoritie given him by 
the Pope, was by ſome contradicted and deſpiſed, wherfore the image in 

t For proote policie for the better triall of thoſe that were his truſtie fubj Qs and 
of this looke faves, ordeyned: that all his Miniſters ſhould receive a marke, at the te- 
no further ceiving whereof,they ſhould yowe ani ſweare to be of his domigion & 
then in the «under his Banner, to fight againſt Chriſt and his Saints , Wbat this 
36. Canes of —— _ what is the manner of giving and receiving of it, is now to 
the Church © dechired. 

of Exr.made The © Prelacy* and Clergy being as hath been before ſne ved afſems 
An. i603. bicd with authoricy to mak: lawes , did grdeyne that every Biſhep — 
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his dioceſſe ſhould carefully obſerve that none ſhould preach or execur® 
the function of 2 pariſh Parſon, Vicar or Curat in HS bat he that 
would ſweare to obſerve their Lawes & Canons, and the ſhould 
receive the Letters of Orders of the Biſhop of the — , Which 
Letters of Orders figned and ſealed by che Biſhop, is the Marke of the 
B-alt here mentioned, and doth teſtify in the behalte of the Bearer ther- 
of that he is their {worne ſervant , under holy orders , either a Prieſt, a 
Deacon, or half Preiſt &c, and that he is a mam found capable & meete 
for the cure and charge of ſoules, and therfore ro what parith ſoc ver 
. theſe tryed Lads arc ſent to doe ſervice, upon fight of this Ma ke they 


muſt be received without any oppoſition, upon penaltie of the Law up- 


oa thoſe that ſhall refuſe them. 

Here may be objected , that this Marke is onely received by the 
Clergie , and not by the people of all ſores, rich and poore , bond and 
free , according to the Text. lanſwer, that all perſons which receiue 
theſe falle Prictis doe likewiſe receive , and ſubmit to that authority 
which ſent them, and allo the Marke by which they are ſent, as is evi- 
dent, when a Prieft commeth to take poſſeſſion of a Pariſh to which he 
is by the Biſhop appointed he is not received upon his word, nor be- 
caule he tolleth the Bell, and th on the Surplice , and uſeth other 
Ceremonies inioyned him by the Prelate : But, ſhewing the fore. (aid 
Marke of the Beaſt they receive both bim and it, and communicate 
with him: Thus all, both ſmall and , rich and bound and 
free , that teceiue and ſubmic unto their appointed Prieſt, recejue 2 
marke in their toreheads , or in their right hands, by receiving and ſub- 
mitting to him: For as our Saviour Chriſt ſaith of his Apoſiles and 
Miniſters , He that rectiveth you receiveth me, he that beareth you heareth me; 
So thoſe that teceiue, heare, and ioyne in fellowſhip with thele falſe 
Miniſters, doe heare, receive , and ioyne to the falſe power which ſeat 
them, and the marke by whick they arc ſent. 

Whereas it is ſaid, that they received this marke in their forebeads, 
er right bend, thereby was ſhewed that this marke ſhould be an appatant 
teſtimony that they were ſervants of the Beaſt, and that they were of 
that Band Which had ioy ned hands, and made a league to walke io the 
wayes of deſtruftion. 

Further it is ſaid , Yerſ. 19, And that vo man might buy or ſell ſaue be that 
had the u le of the Breſt, ov the name of the Beaſt, or the number of bis name. 

Here are propounded three conditions, and whoſoeyer had boot one 
of them, thereby to be knowne to bee of that Kingdome , might not 

buy or {cl}, or haue any thing to doe among them. For the bettet un- 
deritanding hereof let us minde , that although cheſe three Beads iu re- 
of their ſeverall power and juriſ l ictios did differ one from ano. 

r, The Catholike Church being the chicfe, and che Pope inſet . out 
to her, and the Image of the Beaſt as it were a ſervant or handmaid in- 

feriour tothem both, yet not ui hitanding they were one body, being 
ioyned and kait togethet by the power — the Dragon, and haue ſo fart 
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26 An expoſition of the 13. chayer, 
prenil:d over the Nations as that they haue brought all, both ſmall 


and „rich ind poore, bond and ſree, to be in ſubiection to their 
b n, which beareth che nam: ot the holy Cacholike Church or Sea 
ot Rome, but the Holy Ghoſt calleth it e Bebylon the greet Cuic : for as 
the materiall Babylon was a Citie which dwelled + wpon many waters 
which cauſed her to aboun i ia riches and treaſure : ſo this myſti 
Babylon , this great Citie of Rome, I meane the Ecclefiafticall 8 ate, is 
ſaid alſo to fit upon many waters , which the Holy Ghoſt expoundech 
to be People and Nations, as in the 17, Chapter and 1g. verſe: The we- 
ters on Which the Whore ſutcth are Peoples and Maltitudes, and Nations and 
Tongues : And theſe waters haue been the meanes of the flowing and 
increaſing of the wealth and riches of this Citie , fo that their Mar- 
chants, that is, the Prelates haue grown rich and become the great 
men of the earth, by traficking in them alſo the Ship-maſters (hich 
are the Parih Prieſts ) and all men and Marciners ( Which are the 
inſeriour euides, 2nd Eccleſiaſticall Officers) haue eitheted crummes 
and wax'd rich thereby , and therefore at the on of chis great 
Citie ſhall ſtand 1 ferre off d bowle to ſee the deſs/ation thereof, and their 
own: gaine taken away, for from chence-forth no mes will buy them 
commedities exy more, Here note, that theſe foreſaid ſpirituall priſons 
are the ſellers , and the Lay 4 — — wares which 
are boug it and ſold io this are all called ſpiricual} , as pardons 
tor finne, and indulgences of divers forts, which is a ſpeciall commodi- 
tie, and bri in aboundance of treaſure ; alſo their Piltling, Gel. 
peling , Canting, Homeling , Maſing, which muſt bee maintained 
Wich the Tithes, or Tenth of all ings , which they uſually call the 
maintenance of the Miniſt the (unacceptable to God 
and to the divell) which are dayly offered at their Altart, 
and at divers Images of Saints ; alſo the body of their Maker and Savi- 
our: beſides ing, Baptizing of children, Churching of women, 
Houſeling the fick , burying the dead, theſe, and many ſuch like, are 
the ſpirituall wares ſold in this kingdom which haue parcicular prizes 
fer on them: Now fo it is, that theſe wares are priviledged that none 
may either buy or ſell them ſaue he that hath che marke of the Beaſt, ov 
the nawe of the Beaſt, or the number of ba a What the Marke of the 
Beat is, ben befare ſhewed : Secondly, the name of the Beaſt is 
to he confidered , For the manifeſtation whereof let us confider and 
minds, that thoſe which di preach and profeſſ: Chriſt and his does 
trin*, are ſaiꝗ to hau and to beate his name. The Lord Chrift I-ſus (aid 
unto ein a Viſion — Peul, That ber wa < choſen Veſſell te 
brave h Newe before the Gentiles , . «ud the child: en of If at! : By 
the name of the Lord, here was meant that Pa ſhould preach the 
doctrine of Chriſt , thoſe that beleeved by his Preaching were ſaid 
to belecue in the nim of Chriſt , aud were ther-fore bap: it d into his 
name , and eilled Chriſtians : f The Diſapler were frft called Chrifions bn 
A. noch. Allo the — and followers of Chrift ate (aid to haue the 
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Lambs Fathers name written in ti cir fo: chead. : Accordirg to this is the mea- 
ung of the name of this Beaſt , wich the Hoy Grokt ſetteth down in 
8 myficrie in the r7.chaprer and g. verſe. B«byion the great, the mother of 
Men, and abonirations of the earth : Bur the Papilts call it, not e e 
the 22 but the great univerlall or Carholick Ciurch ; mot the ether 
of , but thc mother of all true Brleevers ; not the mother of «ff 
vent of the earth , but the Pillar and nd of Truth, that can- 

erre; This is the difference berwixt the name which God giverh 
them, aud which they tate and attribute unto themſelnes: Bur let them 
ſpeak the beſt of themſelues, and let us confider and anſwer them in their 
own they callthemſe lues che Cathohe k Church and their pro- 
feſſcd vaſlals and ſubiects are therfore called Catholicks, and whatioever 
they bee, that do either preach or protefſe the Cathlick faith, that u, 
belerue as this Catnolick Church belerveth, that it is mother of all 
true Beleevers, that it cannot etie, &c. they are Catholic ks, ſuch per- 
ſons whereſoever they hue , it they thus be lecue (al h chey nt vet 
received the marke of the Bea, nor can receive it) — is prof: fon 
is enough to entitle them in the right of buying or ſelling torce 
laid wares , ſuch perſons have the name of the Beaſt,and therefore they 


may buy pardons of the fe of part or all cheir ſinnes, and uſe 
any of theſe chings which ſuppoſe neceſſary for their ſoules health 
but indeed defiruQion ) yea, after their death they may, for 2 ſumme 


of mony given to the forefaid Marchanes by their charitable ſucceſſors , 
de relealed out of Purgatorie: thus, by their owne deſcription wee 
re , and who they are that haue re» 
ceived it. 
The third condition is the number of his ne, as the Beaſt had one 
—_——_—_———— he was known 
all other States and Ki in che world, ſo ir hath a number 
7 names belonging to the particular parts and members thereof 10 di- 
nguiſh one from another, as in the 17. Chap. and third verſe, The Breſt 
Was full of names of blaſphemy, As the true Church, which is that body 
wher-of Chriſt leſus onely is the Head, is compleare and furniſhed , 
when it is coupled and knit together by every ioynt and member which 
Chriſt I-ſus hath given for the furniture thereof; namely , * Cor. 1. 
en, Evangeliſt, Paſtors and Teachers : So this falſe Church g fur- Ephe, 4.11, 
wiſhed wich thoſe parts and members which that great red Dragon hath 
iny-aced and ſet up under the title of Miniſters of Chrift,co worke up- 
on the children of diſobedience, namely, the Pope, Patriarcher, Cards 
nalls, Aich-biſhopss Biſhops, Deer, Arch-deacons, Abbots, Priors, Prebends, 
Conens, Chancrllors, Commiſſanies , Regiſters, DoHors, with the refit of tt e 
ſelected Sy node or Councell : fo ( Ifay) this Church or Beat, beip 
furniſhed with theſe his parts and members, is an intire body, 2 
theſe members are the full number of his name; that is, they are the 
number of whom the Catholic k Church conſiſteth, and from the m all 
intetiout power aud offices ot ſe, Moukes , Fiyars, Parfors, 
* Viears , 
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Vicars, Curats and leſuits are derived. This I underſtand to be the num: 
ber of his name, and this expoſition agreeth with that in the verſe fol- 
lowing , where it is ſaid, let him that hath underfianding count the 
Number of the R:alt, By the number of the Beaſt what can bee under. 
ſtood but the Number of the particular whereof he confifteth ? 
And where it is ſaid , For it is the number of a ; What can bee un- 
derftood but that it beareth the reſemblance and likenefle of a man ? as 
followeth to be declared. Thus wee ſee who may buy and (ell in this 
L , and who may not. 

Here is wiſedome , let him that hath underſtanding count the number of the 
Beaſt, for it is the number of 4 man, and bis number i 666, 

Here is ſhewed , firſt, what is required in ſearching ou! this myſterie, 
and that is wiſedom and uaderſtanding,not ſuch as is from beneath, but 
from aboue , which commeth down from the Father of 1 ghes, from 
whom commeth every good and perfect gift, hee it is that giveth wiſe- 
dome to the ſimple . and the unde of his ſecrets to thoſe that 
f-are him, which ſhould teach choſe that to know the Myſteries 
of his will to labour to be ſuch as to whom he hath promiſed to reveale 
them, hen, whatſoever we aske we ſhall teceiue of him, for to ſuch 
hee giveth liberally and upbraideth not. 

Secondly, here is ſhewed 2 ditectiun how to imploy 2 mans wiſe. 
dom in — out this Myſcerie , and that is by counting ot reckoning 
the number of this Beaſt, 

Thirdly, a reaſon why the number of the Beaſt is to be counted, le- 
cauſe it is the number of «min, that is, it agreeth with and is anſwerable to 
the parts of a man, and ſo is the more cafily to be found : for as wee 
know the true Church of Chriſt is compared in the Scriptures to the 
nacurall body of a man,as in 1. Ce. . 1. For a the body is one and beth mer 
ny member; , and all the members of that one body being many are one body , 
elſo is Chriſt Jeſus: And in the 27.yerſe,the A ing of the ch 
of Corinth , hee ſaith ; Yee are the bedy of Chriſt «nd 1 is particular, 
S. So in the Epbeſ i. 12. 23. Chriſt s given to be bead ouey «ll things , to the 
Church which u bs Body. Thus as the true Church is called and c 
to a body; fo the catholicks aſſirme that t are that ch and 
that body, and that the particular parts of their church 
are the full number thereof. Now whereas they fay they are the church, 
let us ſay they are the Beaſt; and whereas they ſay, their particular parts 
and members make up the number of the Church, ler us ſay theit par- 
ticular parts and members make up the number of the Beaſt, and ſo we 
finde the true interpretation of this Scripture. 

Furt her, here is ſet downe the nunber of the Beaſt , which is ccc. 
By this number I do not underſtand any ſet number, and that the parts 
and members of the Beaſt are no more nor leſſe, but thereby I under- 
ſtand is meant a full and compleate number, as before was ſhewed. As 
all the parts and members of a man ioyned make 2 whole per- 

of che Beaſt el wo 
perieR 


lect man, ſo doe the particular parts and 
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perfect and entire Beaſt. Thus briefly , according tothe ability which 
God hath given me, I baue gone over this chapter, wherein is briefly 
ſer forth the workers of iniquitie which haue, and yet ſtill doe pre- 
vaile over Gods people, under the title of Miniſters of the Goſpell 
and Church of Chriſt, as they were repreſented under the forme of 
three ſeverall Beaſts : The firſt Beaſt repreſenting the General! Coun- 
cells, or (us the Papiſts call ir) the Catholick Church, The ſecond 
Beaſt repreſenting the Pope. And the third Beaſt the Provincial Coun- 
ocls which were eſtabliſhed by the Pope. 

The which three Beaſts bearing rule 2nd dominion in theſe times 
whereinto wee are fallen, and being enemies and oppoſers of Chriſt 
and his Kingdome , it doth behooue us to know them, to end that wee 
may eſchew them and their cvill ways, and ſeek alter the truth, making 
ſtraight ſteps unto the Kingdome ot God. 


Now that we our ſelues may make particular uſe her:of, it is ne- 
eeſſirie for us to examine the Nationall Synode, or Convocation, con- 
filing of the Prelacy and clergie of this Land, who whilſt they re- 
mained under the yoke and boddage of the church of Rome, and 
whilſt they exerciſ-d 45 — which was firſt given them by the 
Pope, for, zud in the We of that church and dominion, they 
were the very Image of the firſt Beaſt before mentioned: Bur beirg 
now ſeparated from the Pope, and Church of Rome, they thinke (as 
it ſhould ſeeme) that their ſpirituall Ponrificall power and authority 
which they exerciſe is law full and wartantable, and to bee ſubmitted 
unto: They beiag —.— together boaſt them ſclues to bee the 
repteſentative body of the Church of England, and the true Church 

Chrift, 2nd that they have power to make Lawes and Canons tor 
governement thereof, and for the worſhip of God , which all men 
ought to yeeld obedrence unto , as appeareth by divers of their books 
of Canons. 

But wee are not to take this upon their word, but to make 
triall thereot by the word of God, whether it be true or falſe. If the 
word of God did giue them ſuch power and authority, then indeed 
wee were bound in conſcience to yerld all ready obedience to their 
Lawes and Canons: But the moſt wiſe God and diſpoſer of all things, 
who knoweth the yanity of mens mindes, would not haue his people 
to hold their faith in reſpect of mens perfons, and at their ples- 
ſure to alter and change the fame , and therefore did not give to aoy 
of his Miniſters power to mike Lawes in matters of Religion and 
for the worſhip of God, but gaue them power onely to teach the 
Nations to obſerue the things which hee had commanded them, as in 
the cight and twentieth chapter of Mithew, the nineteenth & twentieth 
verſes. And the Apoſtle Paul biddeth the Corinthians, 1 Cor.11t. 1, to bee 
followers of him a bee followed Chriſt : And in the ſame Chapter hee 
alſo laith, Thet which bee bed received of the Lord, bee delivered unte — AS 17, 
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Alſo the Aſſewbly of the Apoſtles and Elders of the Church of Teruſa- 
lem. they would not impoſe any yoke of upon the Churches 
of Chriſt, but held it to be 2 tempting of God ſo to doe,as before hath 
been ſhewed : And this agreeth with that in Dr. 12. 32. Hheiſorver f 
command you take heed you doe it ; Thou ſhalt put nothing thereto, nor take 
ought therefrom : By which Scriptures it is plaine, that the Chirfelt Mi- 
nitters of the Goſpe ll had no ſuch power as theſe Prelates pteſume to 
haue, as we ſhall finde by examining their particular Canons and Con- 
ſtitutions of which, for examples, I will encly vote ſome few of their late 
ard beſt reformed Book , made An. 1603. in the firſt yeere of the Kings 
Maieſties raigne,by which it will be apparant that they paſſe the bounds 
of the ſubjccti of Chrift , and that they haue no power irom him to 
make ſuch la et but by ſo doing they —*＋ the place of God to eigne 
in mens conſciences, for unto nim onely it doth belong to make Lawes 
in matters of Religion aod for the worſhip of God , to which, men are 
onely bound to yeeld obedience , withour adding , or detrafting, and 
that for this their preſumption = are liable to the curſe ot God, be- 


ing indeed the Image of the Beaſt here ſpoken of, that is original 

— the - hath receryed power of Law-making — 
him, Concerning the firſt and ſecond Canons wherein they preterd 
their zeale for the aboliſhing of all forrein power nant to the ju» 


riſdiction of the Kings Majeſhie over the Ecclefafticall cllace, he being 
the higheſt power under God to whom all men owe molt loyal! obe 
ence ; and that his Maiefty bach the like authority in Cauſes Eccl hafti- 
call as the godly Kings had amengf the Lewes. To the ſe I do: moſt wil- 
lingly affent and agree: Aud further doe defire, that ( as the 
Pope) ſo the Prelacie with all their Antichriſhao Adherencs u hich 
uſurp ſpitituall power and ſuperiority , aboue the Maictty of Chriſt le- 
ſus, being a ſtrange and forraine generation , brought in and eftabliſh- 
ed in this Land by the Pope of Rome, may alſo bee aboliſhed and caſt 
out after him: for by them the Pope liues in hope hereafter to be (er« 
ved, as he hath been heretofore, to the yexation of he Kings 

and Princes of this Land, yea to the lofle of their Crowne and hues. 
But to be (hore, I will proceed to mention ſ me few of theit canons, 
whereby iniquity is eftabliſhed for a Law, and their beaſſline ſſe diſco- 
vered. In the third canon it is enacted, that whoſoever (hall ai me he 
Church of England, by Law eſtabliſhed, not to be a true and Apoſio- 
licall Church, reaching and maintaining the deQtrine of the Apoſiles, 
that perſon ſhall be excommunicated , % foto, That there are ſome, 
yea many de ct ines of th Apoltles maintained in the Church of Evg- 
land, I do not deny, fo there »re in the Church of 1 Bur that the 
Ecclefrafticall ſtate, or ſpirituall body my , which is call d the 
Church of England, which conſiſſe th of Arch biſhops, Dicceſan Lord 
Briihops , Suffragans, Deanes, Arch-deacons, Prebends, Canons,C han- 
cellors, Commiſſaries, with the reſt of the Clexpie,as heads and guides 
of that body to go e, aud che whole multicude of the Lagitip hos 
o&Q 
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they call it) which is as the Tayle to follow thoſe Heads , that this 
politicall Body is the Spouſe and church of Chriſt , as they arme is 
their ſeueuth. eigth, and ninth canons, that I do deny: For firſt, if it were 
true, that they are the Minifters of Chriſt and members of the Body of 
Chriſt which is his Church, we ſhould finde warrant for them in his 
Teſtament , wherein is ſer downe the Miniſters which hee hath fer in 
the Church ; namely, Apoſtles, Pr , Evangelifts , Paſtors and 
Teachers , aud alſo their office and niſtration : Bur in all the new 
Teftament , no Arch biſhops nor Lord. bi , no Deanes nor Arch- 
deacons, Prebends, Priefts nor canons , no chancellors nor commilſa- 
ties, and ocher their court officers, nor any ſuch adminiſtration as they 
challenge and execute, can there be found, they are a genera- 
tion that is riſen up out of the earth, for carthly-minded and yaine men 
have invcated them, and therefore the body which conſiſteth of them 
canaot of right be acknowledged to be the Body of Chrift , whoſe Mi- 
niſlers in teſpect that they are called according to the commandement 
of Chriſt are from heaven: Bur it is indeed the Image of the firſt Beaff 
whoſe mou'h was as che mouth of a Lyon, his body like 2 rd.a 
his feete as the feete of a Beare, an ongly compounded and eformed 
monfter And as their names are ſtrange, and different from the Miaiſ- 
ters of Chi iſt, fo in their practiſe contrary: they are not ſeryants to the 
Flock and Church of Chriſt , and helpers of their ioy, but they are zu- 
thors of their woe , _—_ and cxercifing Lordſhip and dominion 
over their faith; for in a due adminiſtration of the word of 
God, they due ming}-d a cup of fornication for the people to drinke, 
that is, deviſed a forme of book=-worſhip , with orders, rices and cere- 
monies , which they haue impoſed on the people under the title of Di- 
vine Seryice, and which they muſe obſerue without adding thereto, os 
making any rhingfomir, as inthe 4.6.7 f. and 14 canons. 

Further they are not painetull preachers, but lazy Lords, are not 
followers of Chriſt and of his word, but are contemners t , eaſting 
it behind their backs, and will not be reformed, nor ruled by it, they ate 
Lawmakers much 1k: N-buchalnexer , for as he would all that 
would not worthip is golden Image, So whofocy:r doth refuſe to yeild 
obedi-nce to their Law's, ſhalbe mot ſeyerely puniſhed, as is playde by 
diy-rſe pen hies annexed unto their Cannons, 

I" confecrating and ordeynin? Preiſts.thep are like ro leroboam, for 

as he conſ-erared whome he woul1 of the baſeſt of the people, to be 
the Preiſts of the high places which he had ſet up; ſs doe they ordeyne 
for the moſt part ignorant tellowes to be their pariſh vriefts and inferior 
Minna: wherein t they doe moſt abſurdly, yet will they not be 
contr difted, as we muy fee by the 57. Canon, where it is fayd whoſorver 
fe commicate with « dumbe and wnpreaching Miniſter , Let him be c. 
a ice Andalthough their ot Doors ne and cry out 
"ft ie, yet they will not amend: amongſt the reſt it is worthy to be 
ed what their @wne great Champion profound Mr. Hooper layth, 
Via, 


1. Cer x2, 


Epbeſ.4. 11. 
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vir. That both Arguments from light of nature, Lawes and Statutes of ſcripture 
the Canons that are taken on: of euncyent Synedes , the decrees and conſtumtions 0 
ſencereſt tymes, the ſentences uf «ll ntiquitte, and in 4 word every max conſent and 
conſcience, is g ignorance in them that have the cure and charge of ſoules, It 
it be ſo, how unteaſonable and deaſtly is it for the Prelats to videyne al- 
lowe and approve of ſuch tor the Miniſters of Chriſt, of which there are 
many hundreds in the laod, home the Prelats are not aſhamed to for- 
bid to expound the Scriptures, as in the 49, Canon, where it is ſayd, chat 
ſome ot cheit patiſh pricits ſpall not teke upon them to expound in therr cure or 
eifwbere, any Scripture, or matier, or doflrine, but ſhall onely ſiudy to reade t. 
le is greatly to be wondered at, that ſo many grave heads 3s were gathe- 
red together and ſate conſulcing about thefe matters, ſhould breed and 
bring forth ſuch abſurd and impious Canons. If there were nothing elſe 
this allowance of dumbe Miniſters, is ſufkcient to ſhew the vaditie of 
their mindes and the datkneſſe of their fooliſh hearts: So that we may 
truly ſay of them, that whea they proteſſed themſelves to be moſt wiſe, 
by exalting and making themſelyes equall with God, in making lawes 
for the goverment of his houſe the Church, even then they became moſt 
fooliſh aad void of judgment. |; ; 

As for the beſt ſort of their pariſh Preifts which are men of learning 
and gifts, they muſt alſo be conſined within the. — muſt vor- 


ſhip God accot ding to the rules preſcribed them by theſe their ſpitituall 
Fathers, as in the 38. Canon, ff «yy ſhall emitt to uſe the forme of 
Prayer, er any of the orders or Ceremonaes bed in the Communion Booke, let 


hum be ſuſpended, and if be doe not conforme within the ſpace of 4 moneth, let bun 
be depoſed. The abſurdities and blaſphemics conteyned in that Comon 
prayer Booke are many, Which having beeg diſcovered and layd epca 
y diyers treatiſes already publiſhed in print, I will omit, onely this | will 
add, that in the impoſing of that ſervice Booke, or any other, this great 
iniquitie is committed by the impoſers therof; That they doe exalt tne m- 
ſelves both againſt Chrilt, who is aſcended into heaven t and hath given 
gifts to his Miniſters , for the gathering toget et of the Saints, for the 
worke of the miniſlery,and for the edification of the Church his body,and alſo they 
exalt themſelves agaioft the holy Ghoſt, who onely hath power t to belpe 
our infirmities,& to turniſh men with gifts to worſhip God aright. Further 
their preachers may not teach againſt their corrupt Church Rate aud Mi- 
niſtrie, though know it to be Antichriſtian, nor againſt the forme of 
worſhip preſcribed in the ſaid comon — 5 Booke,nor againſt the cere- 
monies, nor the goverment of the church of 1 by Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops, Deanes, Archdeacons, aud the relt that beare office in the ſame, 
nor againſt the manner and forme of making and conſectating Biſhops 
Preifts or Deacons, nor againlt the Lies and Ordinaagces Ecciefraſticell el 

— in the ſayd Church , whoſoever tranſgreſſeth in theſe thin 
be excommunicated ipſo feHo, 28 is — in che 46 7.1. & 54. — 
non*. Thus by excommunicating and cutſing they labour to mainteine 
and defend their cotiuptions, but not one zote of Sctipture dare 
z 
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ew, 2nd ao marvel! ; ſecing the whole ſcriptutes are again mens in- 
ventions 4nd eraditions , of which natme theſe abuſes are , being left 
here by the Pope, and reteyned and renewed by his Prelates , As they 
may not teach aginlt theſe things , ſo on the conttatie, may not 
teach the true and right way which Chrift hath preſcribed is his Teſta- 
ment, how we mult worſhip God, nor how the true Church of Chriſt 
ought to be gathered and conſtituted, the Miniſters thereof ordai ned. 
nor the manner how it ought to bee governed, as. appeateth inthe 
$.10.11.4nd 1», Canons. By which we may fre ia what bondage their 
Preachers are kept, they muſt hide their Talent in the earth, and put 
their candle under a Buſhell , left men by rhe light thereof ſhould come 
to the knowledge of the truth and belecue it. Alſo it is to be obſetved 
35 a generall rule, that none, — bad , learned or unlearned , can 
be ſuffered to teceiue hei Orders of Pricltiood or Deaconſhip, or be 
admitted ro preach , or execute a Miniſterie ia their Pariſh Churches , 
unleſſe they ſweare to contorme to the worſhip and ceremonies pteſcri- 
bed by theſe Prelates, andallo ſubmit to their Antichriftian rule aud 
8 » Which they challenge to themſelues, as being Lords over 
: Thus by ſweari ey make their ioferiour Priefts to ſel] them- 
ſclues to work wi fe; which trick they haue cunningly deviſed 
to briog the Land in ſubjection to their Antichriſtian yoke | And upon 
the taking of this Oath they receive the Prelstes Marke ,, which u cal- 
led in this Chapter, the Aarke of the Beaſt; Which js undetitcod to be 
the Letters of Orders under the Prelites hand and to reflific that 
are made Prieſts or Deacons , according to the order avd canous 
ribed in that behalfe, in this their Convocation , as wee may ſes 
in the 36. 48. and 30. Canons: Aod for refuling to worſhip bY in theſe 
things , many are put back, and thoſe chat tormerly baue beep ordey- 
ned, for refuſing o to doe ( which they call revoltin ) haue had their 
penall Lzwes ex=cuted upon them , which js on, Degradation, 
and Excommunication , and after theſe many other af ions in body, 
and name ; being accounted faRtious and ſeditious perſons, that 
no right to boy or fell their wares, | 
Concerning the people whereof the Church of England confifterh, 
it is necefſary that wee dude them ſuch as the Scriptures doe te quite, 
otherwiſe they cannot be accounted the Church of Chriff , and to thus 
end obſerue theſe few places eye, s Exechiel 44. 19. Thus the 
Lord , no ſhanger uncircumuaſed in heart | n alt enter M- 
to my Sani, And the people of Ifracl for ſuffering ſuch wocircum- 
ciſed ſirangers to entet into the SanRuary of the Lord, bee calleth them 
a rebellious prople , that had polluted his Sau,, and broken bis Covenant; 
And ia the 23. verſe, The Lord teacheth bis Miniſtets to put difference 
betweene the holy and prophace , the cleane and uncleave; And accot- 
ding to this was the practiſe of the Apoliles in the primitiue Age, who 
by preaching the Word gathered none but ſuch as belee ved, and yolun.- 
tarily ſubmitted themſclues ro walke F to che as ty 


. 
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Goſpell; and if aay did cuaningly creepe into the fellowſhip of the 
Saints, ani not 2 , they were to bee caſt out by the 
Church, as in che . Cor 5. Likewiſe the Apoſtle Paul hee ſeparated the 
Diſciples of Ephefus from thoſe that bel-eved not; fo the Apoflle 
t the Corinthians, 1. Cor. g. 14 tf. Cc, e not unequally yohed 10. 
with unbelervers, for what fellowſhip bath rightcouſue ſe with unrighteouf. 
neſſe? And what communion. bath light with derkeneſſe ? what concord bath 
Chriſt wth Belial} Or what part datd bee þ with x Infidel 7 Aid 
wht hath the Temple Ged with Idols? For yer are the Temple 
the living God, 4s God bath ſaid, f will dwell in them and walke in them , 

f will be them God and they ſhall be my people ; Wherefore come out from among ſt 
them, and bee yer ſeparate , ſaith the Lord, and touch not the undeane thing, 


and I will receive you, 
the Church of with theſe Scriptures, 


Now it —— whe 
we ſhall finde tat the ptactiſe and proceedings thereof, hah been,and 
is contrary. The people thereof (for the moſt part) are ſuch as viſibly and 
apparantly live in all Rinde of licentiouſneſſe, and in their workes deny 
God, beinę abominable and diſobedient. For theſe Lordly Prelates be- 
ing armed with the ſword of Civill authority , and haying the Law of 


their ſide , they haue not laboured by preaching to draw men 
to the obedience of the faith , and to the fellowſhip of the Goſpel! 
apart from the prophane and wicked , that e evill of che wayes of 


the Lord, but haue compelled and all ſorts of people, 
both religi ny not onely ſuch as feare God, bur alſo 
ſuch as feare him dot, by bodily puniſhments to be conformable to the 
rr patrol he 
„that the Spirit were not enough 
i the Saints. Thar this is their 
114 Canons, where it is ſaid, that Mi- 
uſt r all aboue the age of 
and receive the Sacraments ; 
r which preſentation , if they doe not conforme they ſhall bee ex- 


x3, yeeres , that come not to the 


communicated , impriſoned , and haue their goods attached: This is 
the meanes which hath been uſed for the of this Cburcb of 
England, whereby they haue and them together 
whom God hath co 


od to be rene wherein what do 

leſſe then thinke themſelues wiſer a then God ? The Word 
of God is the ſeed whereby the Church of is begotten, and thoſe 
chat ace began by hay acher Wnt I baſtards, and not ſonnes : 
for as that w is an ot which hath children by any but her law- 
full Husband: fo that Church whoſe members are gathered by any other 
way or meanes , then by the Word of God, perfwading and mouing 
their hearts, the fame is nor the Church of Chriſt : Bur this hath 
been the manner of g the Church of England , and therefore 
it is unworthy to be wich the title of the Church of Chriſt 
but ought to accounted the Image of the irh Beall betore [pc ken of, 

t 
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mts, cd every uncledne and beteſmll 
| Aud or Conbrmanon dere bythe wehwouis of their wp mount, 
let us but conſider the eſtimationu which the members of thu Church 
haue one of another: Some there ate amongſt them, who for mak: 
more conſcience of their waies then the reſt, are in detiſion 
Puritan: or Preaſians ; theſe on the contrary ſeeing the ungodly conver. 
a uon of the reſt oi their brethren , eſlec me them as wicked, prephane, 
catnall and unregenerate men, ſuch as (for the 
contemuers, and e vill ſpeakers of the Truth , and in w 15 no ap- 
e of Religion and the feare of God, and therefore they diſtia- 

iſh the better ſort from theſe prophane perſons by the name ot Fre- 
eſſors, This is the eſtunation which they one of another, which 
153 a manifelt note that they are not come into the order of the Church 
of Chriſt. I deny not but there are many amongſt them, that are the 
Saints and Servaats of Chriſt, that are godly and zealous people, which 
ſo latte as they know, they labour to yeeld obedience to the comman- 
deme uts of — „ although by meanes ot their 4 
make them to ette aſtray , keeping them in ignorance of this 
i een ach eames Such perſons (1 fay ) are fir 
tones for the building of the Church of Chiiſt, but ſo as they re- 
maine in this coatukion , they can no more. bee faid to be the true viſi- 
ble Church of Chriſt, then a heape of longs fitted for a building can 
8 cherhoe hey mutt be * . 

N a 1 eribed by. Che; 
leſus, 2 by his Apoſiles, as in the new Teſtament , before 
they can be ſo eilec med. | 

As theſe Prelates will haue this Church of England to be accounted 
the true Church of -Chuft, ſo they will have the true Church of 
Chriſt to be accounted falſe, {chiſmaricall and berericall, as in the 9. ic. 
and 11. Canons: by which it doth appeare , that if any people ſeparate 


this corrupt Church flare, and ioyne apart from the 
wicked and prophane , to walke in all the wayes and ordinances of 
Chrifi preſcribed in his Teſtament. acknowledging Chriſt leſus to be the 


King, Lord, and Law-gives i 


preſence and bleſſing: yet not- 
withſtanding ſuch perfons are for this to be accounted Schiſmaticks, a0 
to be excommunicated ipſo fatto, as doing wicked errours. Thus they 
open their mouthes wide to ſpe: ke evill of the waies of God, where- 
by alſo they appeate to be the very Image of the Beall that blaſphemed 
the Taber of God, as is ſhe wed before upon the ſixth veiſe. 
Further, whereas the Apofiles did ordaine divers Elde in every 
Church, to whom they gaue charge to feede the Flock of Chriſt wh: re- 
of che Holy Gholt Sn ad" Fa Ou che coouary thele 
> Prelaces 


46 An expoſition of the 13, Chapte- 
Prelates iu ſtead of Elders to feed one Flock, they do ordaine one idle 
Prieſt to be fed of divers Flocks ; that is, ſome to haue two, ſome chree, 
and ſome foure Benefices , and this they are not aſhamed to publiſh, as 
oppearech in the 41. Canon, by which it is allowed , that Licences and 
Diſpenſations ſhall be granted to Maſters of Arts,and other Graduates, 
to hane 8 of Benefices, lo that they be within the compaſſa 
ot zo. miles. 

Concerning their Copes, Surplices, Croſſing in Baptiſme, and other 
their eee eee — acknowledge to bet 
things indifferent, yet thoſe that refuſe to uſe them through the ten- 
derne ſſe of their confciences are therefore greatly afflicted and perſe- 

* 1, Cor, 8. cuted, fo farre are they unlike the Apollle { who would not uſe ne- 

13. ceſſarie things that were offenſive to his brethren ) as that they them- 
ſelues will, not onely uſe thoſe things which are unneceſſarie, bur al- 
fo in their uſe, iuſtly ſcandalous and offenfine ; yea, and compel! their 
brethren alſo to uſe them, _ if they refuſe , — — enjoy nei 
ther liberty, nor worldly ons, ovnworthy this their prac- 
tiſe is for thoſe that would bee accounted Chriſtians, let the world 
judge : certainely, it is fo contrary to Chriſtian Charitie, as that it 
is to be accounted Hes / heniſh impiety, and bealtly cruelty, and it 
is 25 a Merke in their fore heads ro teſtie unto the world that they are 
thoſe which our Favioor Chriſt ſpeaketh of, that ſbevld come im 
ſheeper cloathing (that is, themſelues to bee the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel} , and ſuch as defire peace and unity) but e are rave- 
ning Wolves : ſuch as do ſow ſtrite and conrention , and by thi meanes 
they grow rich, filling themſelues with the ſpoyle of their brethren, 
— — gunmen as Lyons, Beares and. Leopards fill themſeluet 

their Prey. 

Theſe, and many other evils by their Canon Law effabliſhed , and 
to the diſhonour of God and vexation of bis people daily prdtied, 
have been much oppoſed , and the iniquiry ot them ſufficiently mani- 
feſted , bur as yet it remaineth like unto the Decrees of the Medes and 
Perfians , that may not dee changed: yes, boaſt and fay (like 
their old Mother) that without their Lawes the Church of Chriſt 
would tun into conſuſion, 28 if the Teſtament and Lawes of Chriſt 
were not fufficient for the goveruement of his Church and Kingdowe, 
Thus they open their mouthes and reproath the Almightie ; But hee 
who ſuteth in the heavens lung heih them to ſcorne , and will vexe them in bu ſore 
diſpleaſure, if they repent not. | 

By theſe few eximples of their wicked praSiſes, I baue briefly 
ſhewed that this Church of England filill remaineth under the bondage 
of Antichriſt and is ruled —_— by the Image of the Beaſt men- 
tioned in this 13. chapter, which uſurperh that power which is onely 
proper to Chrift Feſus, 

And whereas it is objected in the behalf of the Church of England) 
: that it is fallen aud ſepatated from Babylon , the univctlall Church of 
a , Rome , 


| 
| 
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Rome, ind thertore ir is the true Church of Chriſt, and needs no other 
ſeparation. To this I anſwere, that true it is that that great Citie is now 
divided into three parts, as was foreſhewed in the 16.chaprer of this pro- 
phecie , and the cities of the Nations ( that is the Natienall churches, 
wherof the church of England is one, ) are fallen from it; hut this is no 
ument that therfore they are the true churches of Chriſt chat are di- 
vided from f; ome, unl-fle they be united and joy ned to Chriſt, and fra- 
med and bail: together according to the patterne pre ſetibed in his Tef- 
to ment. It is indeed an argument that their kingdome ſhall not long 
fland, as our Saviour Chriſt teachetb, Mat. 12. Every kingdome divided «- 
= u ſelf, is brought to deſolation : end every Cie or Houſe drvided ag a'»ft it 
f ſhall not ſtind, And if Saten caſt out Saten, be is divided againſt himſe'f: how 
ſhall then bus ki-geome ſtance? Thus by the di viſion of this great Citie, Gods 
people mav receive comfort and rejoyce in aſſured hope, that the fall 


. and deſttuct on of Babylon is neere, and that the Lord will ſhortly be- 


verge d ot their iuiquities, Which ſhould teach us to come out Foam amcngt 
them, that we partake not of them ſynns, and ſo recrive of them plagues, and to have 
wo fellowſhip with then wnfruufull workes of darknefſe , but rather reproove them, 
and ſiedſaſt'y reſet and fight Ag them. So ſhall we recerve the crowne of righte- 
#n{neſſe, which God the ighteons 3 give at bis appearing. To wheme be 
g/ory and Dominion for ever © ever «Amen, 
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Nxvel. 104. «And | ſaw the ſou'rr of theme that were beheaded for the winner 
of Jeſms, and for the word of God, and which had not wer- 
ſhipped the beaſt, seu her bus image, neither had recerved his 
mar ke wpon then ſorebcadi, or in them hands, and they live 
and reigned with Chriſt 4 thouſand yeares. 
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